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WHERE TO GO IN 


November 

BARBADOS 

Less than five hours from 
NYC. In-flight meal: tapas. 
P. 26 


Deeember 

LOS CABOS 

Back and better than ever 
after Hurricane Odile. 

P. 64 


February 

MARTINIQUE 

It’s like summer in the 
South of France — 
without the jet lag. 

P. 22 


WHY 


AREN’T 

YOU 
HERE 
YET? 


PAGE 36 





BEACHES* Turks & Caicos, the last of the true exotics, includes absolutely everything you could think of 
for the ultimate family vacation. A thrilling 45,000 square-foot waterpark with 10 water slides and a surf 
simulator. Fabulous land and water sports including unlimited waterskiing and scuba diving*. PADI even 
named Beaches Resorts one of the top five dive operations in the Western Hemisphere. Superb Gourmet 
Discovery Dining at 21 restaurants, and 14 bars serving unlimited premium spirits for adults. Authentic 
island entertainment for everyone. Cool hangouts for teens and Sesame Street® fun and games for the 
kids. Complimentary accredited nannies for all ages, all day and into the night. Beautifully appointed 
family-sized rooms, suites, and villas, some even with butler service. Take a closer look at Beaches 
Turks & Caicos and see why we continue to enjoy an unparalleled record of award-winning success. 

1-800-BEACHES • beaches.com • or call your Travel Agent 


*Visit www.beaches.conn/disclainners/islandsnovember2015 or call 1-800-BEACHES for important terms and conditions. 




I AM CAYMANKIND 


Reel Chief 


Q od McDowall works in an office. He has to. “If I didn’t work,” 
^ McDowall says, “I probably wouldn’t get much done.” It’s not that 
McDowall isn’t focused - he’s the operations manager of Red Sail Sports, 
Grand Cayman’s only full service dive and watersports operator with retail 
and hotel locations from East End to Seven Mile Beach. It’s that, for a life- 
long diver, the water is quite the temptress. (“It’s good for the soul,” says 
McDowall.) While the native Australian has overseen tens of thousands 
of dive excursions across Cayman’s spectacular seascape, “the Caymanian 
people are really the face of our business.” 



O I came to the Cayman Islands from 
Australia to scuba dive. I planned to 
spend a year here. That 
was 32 years ago. 

ORed Sail offers all . 
kinds of excursions. A 

favorite is the Kittiwake 
wreck dive and snorkel 
excursion. It connes about 12 
feet up to the surface - perfect for 
snorkeling. We also take people over 
to Rum Point on catamarans for 
beach barbecues. 

Ol’ve been to Stingray City about 
60 times. It’s one of those interac- 
tions with animals you never tire of. I 
compare it to the safari I did recent- 
ly. Seeing a lion in the wild doesn’t 
get old. 

OThe water is ciear and warm year- 
round. We think it’s cold when it gets 
down to 78. 

OBack when I was a poor divemas- 
ter, I wouid hitchhike back and forth 
from my home in West Bay. The taxi 
driver would stop and say, “Are you 
here for a fare or a ride?’’ Of course, 
I was there for a ride. [Laughs.] So 
he’d pick me up and give me a ride. 
That exemplifies the Caymankind 
warmth of the Caymanian people. 
OThe mix of nationaiities through- 
out the Cayman Isiands is one of the 
things I appreciate most. My children 
grew up with kids of every shade and 
nationality. They’ve grown up being 
comfortable with all sorts of people. 
Plus they grew up in T-shirts and 
shorts. How great is that? 

OThe peopie here - whether 
Caymanian or expatriot - are very 
weicoming. They go out of their way 
for you. There must be something in 
the water. Of course I would say that. 
The water is my life. 
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CAYMAN ISLANDS 


WHEREVER YOU FIND YOUR SMILE, YOU’LL FIND OURS. 

THAT’S CAYMANKIND. 

QBAND CAYMAN / CAYMAN 6BAC / UTTLE CaYHAK 


A WORLD AWAY. JUST ONE HOUR FROM MIAMI, 

v/ww.divecayman.ky 


Experience the Authentic Caribbean 



White Sand Beaches 
Turquoise Waters 
Amazing Value 



Call Your Favorite Travel Professional or 
(855) 397-4741 | eliteislandresorts.com/isl 



stunning Destination 
2 Unforgettable Resorts 




St James's Club 
ANTIGUA 


PALM LINED BEACHES 

A luxurious all-inclusive resort and spa set on a private 
100-acre peninsula with two white-sand beaches, 
delectable dining, and activities for all. Chill out in style. 



THE VERANDAH 

KEiOllT ^ 5PA ♦ ANTKUJA 


ACTIVITIES & ROMANCE 

An eco-frtendly resort with captivating views 
and two fabulous beaches situated on a 
protected cove with crystal clear turquoise 
waters. Family friendly. 


Easy flights from most major cities. 


save .$500 

TOOO/O AIR CREDIT 

TRAVEL THRU DEC 20. 2016 



Elite Island Resorts 

CARIBBEAN 


RESERVE NOW (855) 597-4741 
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Where to go now — it’s Pirates 
Week in the Cayman Islands! — 
plus upcoming events. 

22 

Travel Tales 

Finding tiny Ofu island in the 
land of the giants. 

24 


Food Remix 

Street eats from around the globe. 

40 


Papua New Guinea 

Staying a few nights in a remote 
village and bonding with locals will 
change your perspective. 

42 


Now Departing 

Get to the tropics faster with 
these eight just-launched routes. 
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Sunda Islands 

From Borneo’s wild orangutans to 
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5 Ways 

It wasn’t easy to narrow down all 
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Become an Expert 
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get certified in scuba diving, and 
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British 

VIRGIN ISLANDS 


The best kept secrets are the ones we keep to ourselves. They’re 
the moments that bring a knowing grin and sparkle to our eye. 
The secrets hidden among the British Virgin Islands are some 
of nature’s best. Where every breeze offers a liberating aura of 
untucked luxury. And her 60 islands conceal majestic caves, 
secluded beaches, lush mountain trails, and fabled shipwrecks. 
These are everlasting moments. The ones you keep to yourself. 


Tortola Virgin Gorda Jost Van Dyke Anegada Cooper Island Guana Island Little Thatch Necker Island Norman Island Peter Island Saba Rock Scrub Island 


Editor’s Letter 
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coveted Eagle Beach 

^ — wide, soft and crowd-free 

— at Blue Residences. This new, luxury 
condominium resort offers the ultimate 
island beach resort experience. Spacious 
ocean-view apartment suites feature 
fully equipped kitchens, and some with a 
Jacuzzi on your private terrace. 

Amenities include an infinity pool, beach 
access, minimart, spa and a fitness center. 
Spectacular views from the Frangipani 
Bar & Terrace and Mirador Deck - serving 
breakfast, lunch and your favorite cocktails. 
The Kitchen Table by White presents an 
8-course culinary journey as the ultimate 
dining experience. The perfect setting for 
your next family vacation. 


"OH, SO YOU’RE A TRAVEL 
EDITOR? WHERE’S YOUR 
FAVORITE PLACE TO GO?” 


It’s a question I get all the time, but, 
in fact, it’s one I’m always reluctant to 
answer. Not because I wish to remain 
professionally neutral; nor is it inde- 
cisiveness. Rather, it’s that my favorite 
destination might still be out there — 

I just haven’t discovered it yet. 

While putting together this issue, 

I was reminded of just how much of the 
world I haven’t seen. There is Jad Daven- 
port’s journey into the deepest, darkest 
reaches oi Indonesians Sunda Islands 



(page 28), where the orangutans’ native 
rainforest habitat is fast disappearing as 
deforestation ramps up. Brooke Morton 
offers an equally compelling look at the 
remote villages oi Papua New Guinea, 
pondering how the collision of moder- 
nity and tradition impacts these ancient 
tribes (page 42). And on the lighter 
side, contributor Edward Readicker- 
Henderson spins a raucous tale of his odyssey to a speck 
of an island in A/nerica/i Samoa (page 24), while our 
staff photographer Jon Whittle samples a questionable 
Seychelles delicacy for the Taste column (page 54). 

As you delve into these pages, I encourage you to ask 
yourself: What will he your favorite place to go? Let that 
perpetual curiosity about the world drive your travel. 
Hopefully we have given you a few ideas. 
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Search for “Islands 
Magazine” in the 
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FOLLOW 

Twitter & Instagram 
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Need inspiration? Ouronline 
trip-planning calendar reveals the 
best places to visit each month: 
islands.com/wheretogo 
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Dreams 


ST THOMAS 


Set Upon a lush tropical hillside and surrounded by sugary white sand and azure 
waters, Dreams Sugar Bay St. Thomas is the ideal destination for your family 
getaway. Enjoy all the inclusions of Unlimited-Luxury® with no wristbands, 
taxes or gratuities. It’s everything the vacation of your Dreams should be. 

Visit DreamsResorts.com for more exciting details. 


Unlimited-Luxury.® 

YOUR DREAMS. YOUR WAY. 

SPACIOUS ROOMS 
& SUITES WITH 
WIRELESS INTERNET 

ROOM & CONCIERGE 
SERVICES 

RESERVATION-FREE 
UNLIMITED DINING 
& SNACKS 

LIMITLESS 
TOP-SHELF SPIRITS 

POOL & BEACH 
WAIT SERVICE 

DAYTIME ACTIVITIES, 
NIGHTLY SHOWS & 
THEME PARTIES 

SUPERVISED EXPLORER’S 
CLUB FOR KIDS 

And so much more... 
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to Live on 


Quit your job. 
Move to an island. 
Be happy. 
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Connect 


YOU ASKED 


Q 

YOU’VE BEEN 



INSTAGRAM 

Use#islandsmag,and 
your photo might end 
up in the magazine. 


1. (Smynewcaledonia, New Caledonia 2. (Samycaicos, AAudjin Harbour, 
Turks and Caicos 3. (Slivingin700, #sunbathinggummybears 4. (Sleslie_ 
parrott, snorkeling in Cozumel 5. (Shotelvillataina, toes in the sand in 
Cabarete, Dominican Republic 6. (Sbrklynwanderer, Corsica, France 


“I FULLY EXPECT SHATNER TO MAKE 
SHIPBOARD ANNOUNCEMENTS STARTING 
WITH THIS IS YOUR CAPTAIN SPEAKING." 

- Dole Del Fierro, about the 2017 StarTrek cruise, via Facebook 


Q: What cruise line has 
an infinity pool? 

A: Regent Seven Seas’ 
newest ship. Explorer, 
sets sail mid-2016and 
features an infinity-edge 
plunge pool in its spa. 

Q: What’s the deal with 
Kick ’em Jenny, the 
underwater volcano 
in Grenada? 

A: Jenny was rumbling 
in July, increasing the 
threat level. At press 
time, she’s settled down 
and warnings have de- 
creased. As a precaution, 
ships are giving her a 
wide berth. 


WE ASKED 

How far in advance 
do you book 
your vacation? 



SAY: 6-12 MONTHS 


Q: Would you make 
the move to Hawaii? 

A: I used to live on 
Honolulu and had the 
privilege of shopping at 
military commissaries. 

It was always a shock to 
shop in town. Living in 
the islands isn’t cheap, 
but it can be done on 
a budget. —Jessica 
Wohiferd via Facebook 



FOLLOW US 

See where we are in 
the world: instagram 
.com/islandsmagazine 


WE’VE BEEN 

The sun starts peeking up over the green 
hills of Costa Rica’s Central Valley around 
5:30 a.m., pulling me from my bed and into 
my balcony’s birdcage of a chair, where 
I soak up views that stretch all the way to 
the Pacific Ocean. This final morning at 
The Retreat at Altos del Monte mirrors my 
previous four in every detail — the birds 
calling to each other, the heart-pumping 
hike leading to the top of the lush hillside, 
the vinyasa yoga practice waiting for me 
in the sunlit studio. —Art Director Vicky 
Hamer-Hodges 
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ESCAPE WINTER WITH A GETAWAY TO THESE ENCHANTED ISLES 
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Kona Coffee, Chocolate, and Beer 

Taste your way through Kona with Hawai‘i Forest & Trail 
(hawaii-forest.conn) on the Coffee Tour that showcases locally 
produced coffee, candy, chocolate and beer, along with the 
area’s fascinating natural and cultural history. The day includes 
visits and samplings at a family-owned Kona coffee estate 
where coffee is grown and processed, as well as a candy fac- 
tory that highlights local products, such as macadamia nuts 
and coffee beans. Enjoy a guided beer tasting at Kona Brewing 
Company, featuring locally brewed ales and lagers made with 
island-sourced ingredients. 


T T 7HEN ICY WINTER WINDS BLOW, HAWAITS BALMY TRADE WINDS BECKON. Explore these dramatically beautiful islands 
r r where superb outdoor adventures, locally sourced culinary delights, and a fascinating cultural heritage await. What could 
be more thrilling than exploring a mountain valley where ancient Hawaiians thrived, watching whales breach, or viewing towering 
sea cliffs from a helicopter? And what could be more delicious than tasting the bounty and creativity of Hawaii’s farmers, chefs 
and food producers? Come visit Hawaii. 


Hawai‘i Island 

Hamakua Coast Exploration 

Discover the lush Hamakua Coast with KapohoKine Adventures’ 
(kapohokine.com) new Waipi’o Valley Explorer. Leaving from 
Kona, you’ll begin the day with a drive between Mauna Loa 
and Mauna Kea volcanoes to Rainbow Ealls in Hilo. You’ll stop 
and shop at the famous Hilo Earmers Market, explore the rain- 
forest and waterfalls of Hawaii Tropical Botanical Garden, and 
experience the majesty of 440-foot-high ‘Akaka Ealls. Your tour 
continues aboard a four-wheel-drive van down into Waipi’o 
Valley - the Valley of the Kings - a place of impossibly steep 
cliffs carved by waterfalls cascading more than a thousand feet 
to the valley floor. Once inhabited by thousands, the valley is 
now a lush, mystical place rarely visited. You’ll spend the rest of 
the day exploring this incredible place before returning to Kona. 



Kohala Coast Sunset Cruise 

Eew experiences compare to watching the sun set in Hawaii on 
board a well-appointed Ocean Sports (hawaiioceansports.com) 
catamaran. You can choose the Sunset Cruise on the luxury power 
catamaran Mdld or the Sunset Sail aboard their sailing catama- 
rans, Sedsmoke or Manu Iwa. With Ocean Sports, you’ll catch 
the changing colors of the ocean and mountains at sunset while 
you enjoy refreshing cocktails, local beers on tap, soft drinks, 
and juices from the complimentary bar, plus paniolo (cowboy) 
style jOi/jOi/ (appetizers). You might even see the famous, yet rare, 
green flash when the sun slips below the horizon. 


Maui 

Fly Over Maui 

Now you can join enjoy a bird’s-eye view of Maui and neigh- 
boring Molokai with three different sightseeing flights through 
Maverick Helicopters (maverickhelicopter.com/maui). Maui 
Dream is a full island excursion; Molokai Voyage is an aerial 
tour of Maui and Molokai; and Maui Spirit will take you above 
Haleakala, Maui’s dormant volcano, and the Hana rainforest on 
the island’s eastern side. Maverick’s EC130 ECO-Star helicopters 
offer a spacious cabin for up to seven people; voice-activated 
headsets, theater-style leather seating, and wraparound win- 
dows for breathtaking maximum viewing. 
Whale-Watching 

Every year. Pacific humpback whales make the journey from 
Alaska to Hawaii. You can watch these magnificent mam- 
mals swim and play in the coastal waters off Maui from December 
through April aboard a Teralani Sailing Adventures (teralani.net) 



Photo: Hawaii Tourism Authority/Tor Johnson 



Everything 

under the sun 


Experience a world of relaxation and discovery on famed Ka'anapali Beach. 
Or enjoy the perfect blend of city and island experiences in the heart of 
Waikiki. Our two distinct resorts on Maui and O'ahu offer the ideal destination 
for honeymooners and families alike. Visit the Sheraton Maui Resort & Spa 
or Sheraton Princess Kaiulani and save up to 30% on Ocean View rooms. 


Book at sheraton-hawaii.com or call 1-866-716-8109 and ask for Ocean Promotion Plus. 


spg- — 

^ StarwcMxJ 
Preferred 


Guest 




Ibft 


FOURJK 

points 


Westin 


coixedioN 


w # ® © 

KfiTitf NhPfWlmt BTEIECitS ■Icmtint 




©2015 Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Sheraton and its logo are the trademarks of Starwood Hotels & Resorts 
Worldwide, Inc., or its affiliates. Offer subject to availability and blackout dates. Offer subject to change without notice. 
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catamaran. Book the A.M. Maui Whale Watch and you’ll view 
these awesome marine mammals in their natural habitat, then 
learn all about them from the onboard naturalist. There’s no 
doubt that you will long remember the whales’ electrifying 
breaches and tail slapping, as well as the spectacular West 
Maui scenery. 

Zip Lining Adrenaiine 

Experience The Valley Isle’s spellbinding grandeur on the zip 
line at Pi‘iholo Ranch Adventures (piiholozipline.com), located 
in upcountry Maui. The new 7-Line Treetop Zip Tour will have 
you soaring above the Kahakapao Valley from tree to tree, 
swooping down into the valley, sailing through canopy tunnels, 
and exploring the Pirate Ship Tree House. The recent addition 
to the company’s offerings includes seven different treetop 
zip lines, ranging from 175 feet to Pi’iholo’s longest treetop 
zip line at 930 feet. 

Kauai 

A Taste of KauaM 

Tasting Kaua‘i (tastingkauai.com) offers farm-to-fork food 
tours that connect people with the islands’ farms and chefs. 
Their new Royal Coconut Coast Kauai Food Tour begins at a 
family-owned farm, where guests sample traditional Hawaiian 
food, as well as learn about taro farming and the plantation 
history and culture of the Kealia area. Afterward, sample 
Hawaiian street food and enjoy tastings at some of the best 
farm-to-table restaurants on KauaTs east side. All tours are 
designed by Marta Lane, founder of Tasting Kauai, and author 
of Idsting KdUd‘iRestdurdnts2015:An Insider’s Guide to Edting 
Well on the Garden Island. 

WaMua River Kayaking 

Kauai is the only Hawaiian island with navigable rivers, and 

kayaking is a great way to experience them. The tranquil 



Wailua River, which meanders by lush, jungle landscapes and 
waterfalls, is ideal for exploration. Kayak KauaTs (kayakkauai. 
com) three-hour Wailua River Paddle, a wonderful, family- 
friendly outing, combines idyllic paddling with a swim at a 
favorite swimming hole. The adventurous can even jump off 
the cliff into the calm waters. The five-hour Wailua River Sacred 
Falls/Secret Falls includes a hike to a remote waterfall alongside 
a trail with beautiful flowers, brooks and ferns. 

Historic Valley Gardens 
On KauaTs North Shore, the award-winning Limahuli Garden 
(ntbg.org) is set in a lush tropical valley surrounded by tower- 
ing peaks. Limahuli, which means “turning hands” in Hawaiian, 
recognizes the ancient Hawaiians who built agricultural ter- 
races out of lava rock and planted kalo (taro), an important 
food crop. Visit Limahuli and learn about the history of the 
valley, the people and the “canoe” plants brought by ancient 
Polynesians. You’ll also learn about invasive plant species, 
what is being done to protect the fragile ecosystems, and how 
contemporary land stewardship is modeled after traditional 
practices of the earliest inhabitants. 

0‘ahu 

Past is Present in HaleMwa 

No visit to 0‘ahu is complete without a day on the famed North 
Shore, home to big wave surfing and historic surfer town Hale‘iwa. 


° The recently completed Halelwa Store 
I Lots (haleiwastorelots.com), an open- 
^ air retail, dining, and gathering space, 

cz 

I' preserves and retains Hale'iwa’s rural, 
plantation-era feel with a combination 
of rehabilitated historic buildings and 
_ new construction. Most merchants have 
i long established roots in Hale'iwa, the 
^ North Shore, or Hawai'i. Cool off with a 
refreshing treat at famous Matsumoto Shave Ice, pick up beachy- 
chic styles at Guava Shop, and take home a modern version of the 
aloha shirt at Kahala Sportwear. 

Leeward Coast Ocean Exploration 
Enjoy the magic of 0‘ahu’s underwater world from Under the 
Sea Hawaii’s (undertheseahawaii.com) glass-bottom boat 
that departs from Ko'olina Marina on the Leeward Coast. With 
its hydrofoil design, the vessel travels above the water, provid- 
ing a comfortable ride in all kinds of seas. Guests can expect 
sightings of dolphins, sea turtles, tropical fish, coral reefs, and 
whales in season (December to April), and they can snorkel 
too. The company offers several day trips, and marine biolo- 
gist guides share their knowledge of 0‘ahu’s marine life, plus 
Hawaiian culture and history. 

North Shore Ranch Picnic 
Nestled atop Waimea Valley on the North Shore, Sunset Ranch 
(sunsetranchhawaii.com) is a 30-acre estate offering wonderful 
ocean and mountain views of the island’s northwest side. The 
Perfect Picnic is offered Sundays and Tuesday in two-hour 
intervals between 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. This unique site tour 
provides guests with exclusive access to Sunset Ranch to learn 
about the property’s history and land conservation, as well as 
enjoying an elegant, locally sourced picnic. For an additional 
contribution, you can plant a legacy tree and receive a certificate 
for your contribution to forest restoration in Hawai‘i. ® 
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Collect stories, not selfies. 

You won’t remember the time you spent staring at your 
screen, but you’ll never forget your time with us in Hawaii. 

866-774-2924 I astonhotels.com 



HOTELS & RESORTS 
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28 

SPYING WILD 
ORANGUTANS 
IN BORNEO 


Trinidad 

Under a shady palm tree on the white sands 
of Cumana Bay not much should be running 
through your mind — except perhaps 'Uoh hot 
yuh head” Trini slang for ''don't worry about 
it." Maybe you'll consider a hike to one of the 
isle's abundant waterfalls, like Paria Falls on 
the north coast. Or a trip to the local market for 
a lunch of spicy saheena (East Indian fritters) 
and saltfish buljol (cod salad). Bird-watching 
is big here too. More than 450 avian species — 
including 17 varieties of hummingbird — call 
this island off the coast of Venezuela home. 


36 

FIVE WAYS TO 
DO ARUBA 




WHEN TO GO 

FEB 

Perhaps the 
best Carnival soiree 
in the Caribbean, 
thousands flood the 
streets for a caval- 
cade of elaborate 
costumes. 



Calendar 



NOW 

ST. MAARTEN 

The island-hopping Caribbean 
RUM & BEER FESTIVAL, 

Nov. 6-7, lands on Maho 
Beach this year, with master 
classes, bartender cocktail 
wars and cooking demos. 

CAYMAN ISLANDS 

Channel your inner Jack 
Sparrow at PIRATES WEEK, 

Nov. 12-22. Avast, me heart- 
ies, the swashbuckling festival 
kicks off when buccaneers 
“invade” from ships offshore 
to capture the governor. 

NEW ZEALAND 

It’s spring Down Under and 
November packs a one-two 
punch for foodies. Watch 
the city’s hottest chefs in 
action at Taste of Auckland, 
Nov. 5-8, and sample local 
vintages at the HAWKE’S 

BAY FOOD AND WINE 

CLASSIC, Nov. 6-15. 

TURKS & CAICOS 

The 12th annual CONCH 
FESTIVAL on Nov. 28 cel- 
ebrates T&C’s most famous 
delicacy. Conch-etitions allow 
home cooks and chefs to con- 
tend for bragging rights. 

FEB 

PUERTO RICO 

Expect top classical-music 
talent at the CASALS 
FESTIVAL, Feb. 26-March 
14, honoring cellist Pablo 
Casals. Make the three-hour 
drive from San Juan to the 
mountains for the MARICAO 
COFFEE FESTIVAL, Feb. 12- 
14. The excellent cafe and free 
samples from each grower are 
worth the trip. 

HONG KONG 

The CHINESE NEW YEAR - 

celebrations, Feb. 7-22, 
qualify as one of the world’s 
biggest holiday extravaganzas. 






22 ISLANDS NOVEMBER 


JAPAN 

Marvel over massive snow 
and ice sculptures at the 
SAPPORO SNOW FESTIVAL, 
Feb. 5-11. These aren’t your 
everyday snowmen — think 
full-size temples. 




EASTER ISLAND 

Monumental stone heads 
aren’t the only draw. TAPATI 
RAPANUI,Jan.29-Feb.13, 
is a celebration of Polynesian 
pride, with traditional feasts 
and dances. Islanders also 
compete in activities such as 
spearfishing and tobogganing 
down an extinct volcano. 

MARTINIQUE 

Celebrate CARNIVAL, Feb. 
7-10, with French Creole flair. 
New nonstop flights via Nor- 
wegian Air Shuttle from New 
York, Boston and Washington 
make it easier to get there. 

APRIL 

FLORIDA KEYS 

Vie for a slot in the SEVEN 
MILE BRIDGE RUN on April 
9, a race across the longest of 
the Keys’ 43 bridges. Not up 
fora quarter-plus marathon? 
The Cow Key Channel Bridge 
Run on April 10 claims to be 
the world’s only Zero K run. 

ANTIGUA 

April is all about sailing. First 
up is the CLASSIC YACHT 
REGATTA, April 13-19, a 
chance to drool over tradi- 
tional beauties. Stay on for 
Antigua Sailing Week, April 
23-29, when modern sailboats 
move in. 

SAINT LUCIA 

The lineup for this year’s 
SAINT LUCIA JAZZ & ARTS 
FESTIVAL, April 29-May 8, 
is still TBA, but it’s sure to 
include some big names in jazz 
and modern music (Jimmy 
Cliff, Diana Ross and Robin 
Thicke are past performers). 


PIRATES: PHILIPPE R E N A U LT/A LAMY; CASALAS: EVERETT CO L L ECT I O N /A LAMY; SAPPORO: IAIN M AST E RTO N /A LAMY; CARNIVAL: DANITA D E L I M O NT/A LAMY; SHUTTERSTOCK (9) 




Give us your body for a week and we’ll give 

you back your mind ■ Of all the great beach vacations and spas in the world, only 

The BodyHoliday offers you the very best of both in beautiful Saint Lucia. Tailor your vacation to your wishes and choose 
from a menu of wellness options, sports and gourmet pleasures. It’s all a body could ask for. To find out more about our 
exclusive reader offer call +1 888 877 4706 or visit www.thebodyholiday.com/islands the bodyholida y 
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Travel Tales 



He is the largest human 


where: AMERICAN SAMOA paper, it seemed easy. Fly 

THE find: the remote isle of OFU from Pago Pago on the main 

island, where sea turtles begged parts 
of my sandwich. Fly across a hundred 
miles of ocean to Ta’u, where Margaret 
Mead did her fieldwork and Tagaloa 
stood to rest while he created the uni- 


verse. Take a quick boat ride to tiny Ofu, 
for no reason, really, other than it’s the 
tiniest dot of land I can find on my map of 
the Pacific. 

But the world is messy. The ride that 
I had arranged didn’t show up at Ta’u’s 
airport, so now Fm in the back seat of a 
truck — Fd either inadvertently hitched 
a ride or been kidnapped — and head- 
ing into jungle. It occurred to me that 
no one in the entire world knows where 

1 am, except the driver and the woman 
riding shotgun. And while she has me by 

2 inches and 50 pounds, she’s half the size 
of the guy who’s driving. They could swat 
me like a fly. 

Fm 6’ 2”, 200 pounds, but a quick 
glance around Pago Pago is enough to 
understand why American Samoa’s major 
export is NFL linebackers: They’re the 
guys who left because they got tired of the 
really big guys teasing them. Here, my 
height and weight makes me the size of 
the average sixth grader, and for the first 
time in my entire life, I understand what 
mybrother went through, being short. I’ll 
need to apologize to him when I get home. 

We stop. When I say something in the 
truck, the people in front don’t answer. 
Much like the Ghost of Christmas 
Future, theyjust point and drop me off, 
leaving me to wait for the second shift 
of kidnappers, I guess. 

A few boats bob in the water, and the 
only sound is birds calling down from 
trees with leaves that look like snowflake 
cutouts. I take my glasses off, wipe sweat 
from my face and notice one of the blurry 
trees is moving. In focus, with my glasses 
back on, the tree is actually the largest 
human I have ever seen — the guy is easily 
6’8”, 450 pounds, and he’s not at all obese, 
simply huge — walking purposefully 
toward me. Fm like a deer in headlights, 
watching a mountain move with the 
grace of a ballet dancer. 

And in a voice that is the most perfect 
impersonation of Michael Jackson ever, 
high and sweet and ready to sing, he says, 
'Tt’s really hot out here. Would you like 
some water?” 

His voice is so soothing Fd happily pay 
him to read me bedtime stories. 


TRAVEL TIP 

Try out a few Samoan phrases: hello (talofd), please (fa’amolemole) and thankyou (fa’afetai). 

SAY OUR EDITORS 


24 ISLANDS NOVEMBER 


DAVID KIRLAND/ALAMY; OPPOSITE: MICHAEL RUNKEL/GETTY IMAGES 






American Samoa is 
known as Football 
Island; around 30 
players of Samoan 
descent are currently 
playing in the NFL. 


We toast each other — I’m not about to 
tell someone the size of a car that it’s bad 
luck to toast with water — and he takes 
me to the boat. 

And water is about to be a problem. 
There’s no question: The boat is sinking. 
It’s a homemade catamaran, maybe 
25 feet long, both hulls half full of ocean. 
We load on way more tonnage than the 
Coast Guard would ever allow. A couple 
passengers halfheartedly bail with some 
old bleach bottles, not changing the wa- 
ter level at all. The captain fiddles with 
his cigarette, the fuel line, and a motor 
barely big enough to push a skateboard. 
Finally we shove off. 

I don’t start doing math until Ta’u 
disappears under the horizon. The hulls 


take on water at a rate of about an inch 
every 15 minutes. Which means in about 
an hour, we’ll be a submarine. 

But oh, Ofu is just over there, 
they promise, pointing vaguely at a 
360-degree view of rising waves. 

Back home. I’m a serious control 
freak. The reason I travel is that there 
is no control. You show up, and what- 
ever happens, you say, “cool.” So this is 
honestly one of the best days of my life. 

I throwback my head and laugh. 


And without needing to know why, 
everyone on the boat laughs with me. 

Which is when Ofu — all razor-sharp 
mountains and slashes of giant flying 
foxes and one of the most beautiful 
beaches in the world, one that I will soon 
have to myself — rises out of the sea like a 
special effect. 

The captain drops me off on a tiny 
piece of a world so much bigger than I 
could imagine. I haven’t been kidnapped. 
Not at all. — Edward Readicker-Henderson 



A leisurely swim in sparkling azure waters. A sootking massage on your own private 
kalcony. An aft ernoon spent gazing at tke sun-splas Led Atlantic wi tk not a cruise skip 
or a care in sig k. Tlie Sands at Grace Bay offers a soul-satisfying tranquility along witk 
inspired cuisine, considerate service and as muck — or as little — activity as you ckoose. 
UNSPOILED. UNCOMMON. UNPRETENTIOUS. \ 


For reservations, see your travel professional 

or call 1.877.77.SANDS (72637) f| 
tkesandstc.com 
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Now Departing 



Renting a car 
while in Provo? 
It’s a British 
colony, so they 
drive on the left. 


To fly in style, 
opt for JetBlue’s 
premium-class, 
Mint. Nibble on 
Caribbean-inspired 
tapas and beautify 
with a Birchbox 
amenity kit. 


Trade the Chicago 
blues for Provo’s 
turquoise seas 
aboard United, 
and catch the isle’s 
biggest Junkanoo 
celebration, held on 
New Year’s Day. 


Saturdays starting 
in mid-December, 
American will 
begin jetting south 
to Willemstad, a 
wonderland of 
pastel colonial 
architecture. 


f Budget carrier 
Frontier launched 
flights three times 
per week, which 
means more coin 
to splurge on a 
suite at Ocho Rios’ 
newly opened 
Moon Palace 
Jamaica Grande. 


Even if you didn’t 
score those scarce 
$79 one-way 
fares, Norwegian’s 
inaugural seasonal 
service to the 
French West Indies 
offers real bargains. 


NEW ROUTES 


YouVejust one flight away from 
our next best vacation. These new 
leps make it 


n ever. 


American puts 
the Coconut 
Coast within reach 
beginning Dec. 19 - 
just in time to hang 
those stockings 
with care in the 
tropics (hint, hint). 


Virgin America now 
offers Bay Area 
fliers two new ways 
to get to the Aloha 
State: Daily to Oahu 
kicks off on Nov. 2 
and thrice-weekly 
to Maui on Dec. 3. 


Land at Liberia air-^ 
port on Southwest, 
and in under an 
hour, you can sip an 
Imperial on a beach 
in Tamarindo while 
howler monkeys 
serenade you. 


Punta Cana 
International is 
the Caribbean’s 




second busiest 


airport. 
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For more nonstop Caribbean flights 
visit islands.com/nonstopflights. 



PORTS,^ 

Call Resort 

TURKS&CAICOS 


Just oa an houf ftp to Mmi to a safe, 
ejdienieiy friendly English speaking, smaJl 
upscale island. Enjoy incredible year round 
weather, magnicent dining and the use of 
US Currency. 

Totaity renovated and affordable 9B room 
boutique resort Located a mere 
300 yards from our own supervised 
beach on renowned Grace Bay. 
Complirr^ntary brealtfastBi Wl-H, 
Pool, hot tub, fitness room, On-sate 
dive shop, fishing & tour operator, Spa, 
4Bars&3Restaurante, 


BOOK ONLINE at 

portsofcallresort.conn 

Best Price Guarantee 



All suite, ocean front Royal West Indies Resort 
is nestled on beautiful Grace Bay beach. 

This amazing resort offers studio, 1 & 2 bedroom suites. 
With exciting activities and sights nearby to enjoy 
it's the perfect place for a wonderful vacation! 

Welcome to Royal West Indies Resort. 


reservations© 

royalwestindies.com 

1 - 800 - 332-4203 

www.royalwestindies.com 
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ARE KIN DA 


FOR YOU 


STORY AND PHOTOS BY 


JAD DAVENPORT 


National Geographic Orion cruise- 
ship passengers take an excursion 
on the Sekonyer River. 
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WHEN TO GO 

JULY 

TO SEPTEMBER 

These are the 
region’s driest 
months • Expect 
the most rain in 
December 
and January 




July, August 
and September 
are the driest 
months to travel in 
Kalimantan; avoid 
torrential rains in 
December and 
January, As with 
any part of the de- 
veloping world, get 
all recommended 
vaccinations 
(specifically 
malaria, hepatitis A 
and typhoid). 


The Kalimantan 
province is shared 
by orangutans and 
intrepid hikers; 
a young Dayak 
woman dances. 
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T he muddy coils of Borneo’s sungai seko- 

NYER BURN A BRIGHT COPPER AS THE KLOTOK 
CHUGS UPRIVER. IT’S SLIGHTLY PAST SUNRISE, 
AND THE TRADITIONAL INDONESIAN HOUSEBOAT 
THAT LOOKS STRAIGHT OUT OF THE AFRICAN QUEEN 
IS BOUND DEEP FOR TANJUNG PUTING NATIONAL PARK. 


The dozen tourists on board sip jasmine tea 
and scan the shadowed rainforest with binoculars. 
They’re all passengers from MV National Geographic 
Orion, a luxury expedition ship anchored miles 
downstream in the Java Sea. They’ve come to Borneo 
not just to see the world’s third-largest and wildest 
island, but also for a chance to encounter one of the 
most endangered primates, the orangutan. There’s 
no better place on the planet to spot these red apes 
than right here in this rainforest the size of Texas. 

That the cruise-ship passengers are here at all 
is remarkable in itself. Indonesia’s Borneo prov- 
ince of Kalimantan has long been a no-go area for 
even the most intrepid travelers. Unlike the much 
smaller neighboring Malaysian states of Sabah and 
Sarawak, which have long been the Disney-fied 
Borneo for tourists, Kalimantan is raw. It has scant 
tourist infrastructure. Most airports are grassy fields. 
You’ll find few trained guides and fewer hotels. Until 
recently, the province was fraught with ethnic ten- 
sion — local tribes, like the Dayak, headhunted up 
until 2002. Just traveling around the few roads in the 
province required a sheaf of military permits and a 
healthy dose of bravado. Or naivete. 

But thanks to recent government investment in 
the Sunda Islands beyond Bali, as well as local peace 
treaties, Indonesia’s heart of darkness is finally open- 
ing up. There’s a rush to be first in, and cruises from 
expedition companies are leading the way. 

“Orangutan,” the mate says in singsong Bahasa 
Indonesian. “Man of the forest.” 

The captain cuts the motor, and the klotok glides 
beneath the jungle canopy. It heels slightly as every- 
one leans on the port railing, eyes cast up at the dark 
canopy. There, a stone’s throw away, hangs an auburn 
ape the size of a man; he blinks then bares a set of 
3-inch canines to the audience’s delighted laughter. 

Dr. Birute Galdikas, a primate researcher who has 
worked for years in these forests, is accompanying 
the tour as a lecturer. She knows just how priceless 


this moment is. It’s partly the connection we have 
with orangutans, she says. “We share 97 percent of 
our DNA with them.” But most of what makes this 
experience so incredible is this encounter — some- 
thing few people beyond field biologists can hope 
for. Most tourists see “rehabilitated” orangutans in 
captive sanctuaries. “This orangutan,” Galdikas says 
as it climbs lower to get a better look at the boat, “is 
100 percent wild.” 

The window of opportunity to explore the roman- 
tic Borneo of muddy rivers and red apes might well 
be a narrow one. The island is under an increasing 
siege from gold miners, illegal loggers and palm-oil 
plantation farmers. Protected areas and national 
parks like Tanjung Puting exist on paper, but lines 
drawn on maps mean little to the West’s demand for 
energy and raw materials. Galdikas and the biologists 
who work with her have fought an uphill battle to save 
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GETTING HERE 

The easiest routes 
are through 
Bali’s Ngurah 
Rai International 
Airport and 
Soekarno-Hatta 
International 
Airport near 
Jakarta. Tourist 
visas are granted 
upon arrival to 
American citizens 
C$35 for 30 days). 
Travel to Tanjung 
Puting National 
Park routes 
through Jakarta 
to Pangkalan Bun, 
Kalimantan 
C$280); the flight 
takes an hour. To 
reach Sulawesi 
by air, catch the 
90-minute flight 
from Bali to 
Makassar C$328). 
From there, it’s an 
eight-hour bus trip 
up to Tana Toraja. 


the orangutans’ habitat. “You’ve come at the right 
time,” she says when the motor finally starts to cough 
again and the klotok eases out into the current. “No 
one knows how long Kalimantan will stay like this.” 

Getting to Kalimantan right now is relatively 
easy. Indonesia is webbed with small airports and 
local airlines; more than half a dozen flights arrive 
in Kalimantan every day. It’s the getting-around part 
that makes travel challenging. 

The local Dayak have always journeyed by boat; 
Kalimantan’s roads are few and far between, and they 
often don’t even connect towns on the same coast. As 
the trickle of visitors increases, the boatmen have 


and sharing in cultural celebrations where tuak, a 
potent rice wine, is downed from bamboo cups. But 
by sunset each evening, everyone is back on board, 
nibbling on chocolate-dipped strawberries and post- 
ing Facebook pictures from stateroom balconies. 

Galdikas and other stakeholders are working hard 
to see Borneo stay open, but they’re aware the door 
could close at anytime. Up until earlier this year, the 
Indonesian government was attempting to allevi- 
ate overcrowding on the densely populated islands 
of Java and Madura by transmigrating settlers to 
Kalimantan, the country’s least populated and larg- 
est province — it makes up two-thirds of Indonesia’s 
landmass. The controversial program not only fueled 
ethnic tension but also has had a severe impact on the 
environmental health of the island, with sprawling 
settlements extending deeper into the forests. 

If Borneo stays safe to visit, the question remains: 
What will be left to see? In the past, Indonesia has 
focused all its tourist attention on Bali — more 
than a third of the nearly 10 million annual visi- 
tors go there — but settlers and foreign companies 
have had a bonanza carving up Borneo’s rainforest, 
reducing it nearly by half. Trees are felled to feed 
American demand for tropical-hardwood furniture. 


SUNDA ISLANDS 


adapted. At Kumai, a small, smoky port and gateway or burned for lucrative palm-oil plantations that feed 


to the national park, fleets of klotoks stand ready to 


the European biofuel market. In the last 20 years. 


accommodate both day-tripping cruise-ship passen- more than 80 percent of orangutan habit has been 


gers and independent guests looking to spend several destroyed. At this rate, some scientists believe the last 


days exploring the river. The boats usually hold up of Asia’s wild apes will vanish in less than two decades, 
to two couples and are crewed by a captain and first The tourists on the klotok represent a possible 


mate/chef. Guests sleep on mattresses on the decks. 
You’ll be hard-pressed to find a more romantic way 
to experience Borneo’s vast jungle than mooring up 
a narrow creek for an evening meal of nasi goreng 
(fried rice) while fireflies illuminate the forest. 


lifeline. Farther upriver, the Orion passengers will 
tour an orangutan research and care facility. On this 
voyage, they will see only this small slice of Borneo 
— Kalimantan is still working on encouraging larger- 
scale cultural tourism — but their investment in local 


A handful of ecolodges have sprung up beside the 
national parks, but the lack of standard accommoda- 
tion is one reason that cruise ships are leading the 
way into Kalimantan. Many visitors, like the Orion 
guests, are opting for the security and comfort of a 
familiar “hotel” brand. During the day, passengers 
j oin shore excursions, hiking old headhunting trails 


economies through tourism could offer an alterna- 
tive to ongoing deforestation. Optimists like Galdikas 
need only look to African nations like Uganda and 
Rwanda, where great ape tourism supports large 

national parks and high-income tourist economies. 

PI 1 • 1- ^ • 1 A guesthouse in Bah; 

After a tew days exploring Kalimantan, Orion sails g traditional dish of 

due east across the Makassar Strait to a star-shaped chicken satay. 
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YOU^VE COME AT THE RIGHT TIME. NO ONE KNOWS HOW 
rtiONG KALIMANTAN WILL STAY LIKE THIS." 








im 





island experiencing a different sort of tourism 
awakening. The draw to the island isn’t a chance to 
explore pristine wilderness but instead to interact 
with the Sulawesi, an ancient culture that has, against 
all odds, managed to maintain a nearly 700-year-old 
cultural identity. 

Several minibuses greet Orion’s passengers at a 
wharf at the port Parepare. 'There’s no mass tourism 
here yet,” says Michael Saunders, a South Asian histo- 
rian and cultural expert who accompanies the group. 
“Part of what has kept it that way is that getting up into 
the highlands of Tana Toraja is a bit of a journey. No 
matter who you are, everyone has to make a long road 
trip. It can take anywhere from eight to 10 hours.” 

The journey into Tana Toraja is a beautiful one. 
The two-lane road winds through a verdant rumple of 
mountains and past traditional villages. The Torajans 
are famous for their spectacular architecture. Bamboo 
homes on stilts rise three or more stories from a 
wooden platform. The roofs are wide and sweeping, 
like a pair of water buffalo horns. 

But the people here are more famous for their 
funeral ceremonies, which can last days and involve 
the bloody sacrifice of hundreds of animals. There’s 
no equivalent to this ancient cultural spectacle in any 
other living culture. 

As part of its effort to push tourism further east 
from Bali into the larger Sunda Islands like Sulawesi, 
the Indonesian government has earmarked Tana 
Toraja for increased development. Guesthouses and 
hotels line the streets around the cultural center of 
Rantepao. The cruise-ship passengers are hosted at 
the Heritage Hotel, an upscale property that mimics 
traditional Torajan architecture. The only friction 
right now comes from the non-Torajan villages in the 
region. Some are envious of tourism dollars flowing 
in. But many have jumped on the bandwagon, study- 
ing to become guides and running transportation 
services up to the highlands. 

The highlands are home to around 350,000 
Torajans, and many still follow Auk, an animist reli- 
gion known as “the way.” But even as development 
reaches up into the highlands and the tourism job 
market grows, many young Torajans continue to 
leave home for better opportunities. 

Just outside the village of Lemo, the tourists visit a 
hanging cemetery. Hundreds of life-size carved wooden 
effigies, some fully clothed, peer down from shallow win- 
dows carved high in the limestone cliffs. These tau taus 
are reminders of the thin cultural line between life and 
death. Nearby caves are full of skulls and human bones. 

The following morning, Saunders announces that 



“THIS IS REAL LIFE, UNINTERRUPTED 
LIVING HISTORY, UNFOLDING." 


the tour group has been invited to watch a village pre- 
pare for a funeral. Toraj ans save up for years to put on 
elaborate funerals for their loved ones. “To bury the 
dead costs a fortune,” Saunders explains. 

The guests spend a few hours watching the 
Torajans at work setting up the funeral. Men down 
tubes of balok, palm wine, while the women cook pots 
of rice. The family of the deceased arrives to thank 
the tourists for coming. They offer their visitors small 
gifts: cookies for the women, cigarettes for the men. 

“None of this has been set up as a show for tour- 
ists,” says Saunders. “This is real life, uninterrupted 
living history, unfolding.” Echoing the arc of tourism 
in Borneo and Sulawesi, he adds, “You, as a visiting 
foreigner, are showing tremendous respect by com- 
ing here. And the farther you have come, the more 
respect is shown.” 


Lindblad offers two- and three-week cruises aboard the 
58-cabin MV National Geographic Orion; it travels to 
the more remote corners of Borneo and Sulawesi. 


Sulawesi’s Tana 
Toraja was recently 
named a World 
Heritage Site; a 
local stands with his 
water buffalo. 
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HERE 


5 Ways 


GOING DUTCH 


From paddle boarding to horseback riding, Aruba is an 
adventurer’s paradise. The year-round sunshine and an isle 
of freely roaming flamingos are added bonuses. Bon bini! 



BY ALISON KLEIN 


1. COOL CONCHI 

Saddle up at Rancho 
Daimari for a guided 
horseback tour over 
the sand dunes of 
Arikok National 
Park to the Natural 
Pool, known to locals 
as Conchi, where 
volcanic rock forms 
a secluded oasis. 

Thrill seekers dive 
from the cliffs above, 
while snorkelers spot 
coral and colorful fish 
below the surface. 

Set out at dawn to 
welcome the sunrise 
over this rugged east 
side of the island — it’s 
worth the wake-up 
call, aruharancho 
daimari.net 

2. CHILL OUT 

Make The Ritz- 
Carlton, Aruba home 
during your stay. With 
a 15,000-square-foot 
luxury spa, the largest 
on the island, you’ll 
find a treatment 
to maximize your 
relaxation. Can’t de- 
cide between lounge 
time in a hammock 
or a massage? You 
don’t need to. Book 
the signature Zoya 
Hamaca Experencia 
and let the therapist 
come to you. Later, 
head to the bar and 
enjoy the equally 
relaxing Cadushi, a 
white-rum cocktail 
with fresh-squeezed 
cactus puree, ritz 
carlton. com/aruba 



4. SO GOUDA 

Cheese lovers, rejoice! Thanks 
to the island’s strong Dutch 
influence, Gouda isfeatured 
in many of the local dishes. 

A favorite is the keshi yena, a 
mixture of shredded chicken, 
prunes and spices wrapped 
up and baked in a Gouda 
shell. Order it at The West 
Deck, where it’s served atop a 
tomato, garlic and basil sauce. 
thewestdeck.com 


5. NOW 
BOARDING 

Most of Aruba’s 
beaches are on the 
west side, where calm 
waters play host to 
an array of activities 
from windsurfing 
to kayaking. A great 
way to see the coast 
is by stand-up paddle 
board. You’ll be so 
busy enjoying the 
turquoise water you 
won’t even notice the 
workout — after all, 
those trade winds 
only help you in one 
direction! First time 
on a SUP? Aruba Surf 
and Paddle School 
will help you master 
your form, aruhasurf 
school, com 



3. GET ARTY 

Head to the streets of Oranjestad, the 
island’s capital, where one Friday evening 
a month, local artists sell their colorful 
wood crafts,jewelry, photography and 
island-inspired fare in a pop-up style art 
fest called “Korteweg.” facebook.com/ 
kortewegaruba 
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Anguilla: 

+264-497-2656 

Ecuador: 

+5932-2-228-688 

Paraguay: 

...(595)-21 -51 97310 

Antigua: 

+268-462-9532 

El Salvador: 

+503-2263-7799 

Peru: 

(1) 447-7118 

Argentina 

4816-8001 

French Guiana: ... 

0590-892803 

Puerto Rico: 

+787-253-2525 

Aruba: 

+297-583-4832 

Grand Cayman: ... 

1-866-478-3421 

St. Barts: 

0590 52 34 06 

Bahamas: 

+242-377-8300 

Guadeloupe: 

0590-892803 

St. Kitts: 

+869-465-2991 

Barbados: 

+246-416-4456 

Guatemala: 

+502-2277-9070 

St. Lucia: 

+758-451-6150 

Bonaire: 

+599-717-6020 

Honduras: 

+504-2234-3183 

St. Maarten: 

+599-545-2393 

Brazil: 

+55-92-3584-1293 

Jamaica: 

+876-952-1126 

St. Thomas: 

+340-776-1500 

Chile: 

. +56-2-2232-5892 

Martinique: 

0590-892803 

Tobago: 

+868-639-8507 

Costa Rica: 

...+506-2257-3434 

Mexico: 

....+52-33-3122-5551 

Trinidad: 

+868-669-0602 

Curacao: 

...+599-9461-3089 

Nicaragua: 

+505-2255-7981 

Turks & Caicos: ... 

+649-946-4475 

Dominican Republic: 

+809-333-4000 

Panama: 

+507-204-9555 

Uruguay: 

+598-2481-8170 


Worldwide Reservations: 1800-367-2277 • To book online, please visit 

Thrifty features a wide selection of quality vehicles. 

©2015 A licensee of DTG Operations, Inc., or its affiliates. 
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BECAUSE WHO 
DOESN’T LOVE A 
FOOD TRUCK? 
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Crete, Greeee 

Off the rocky northeastern coast of Crete, Greece's largest island, sits a 
speck of ancient civilization: the islet of Mochlos, where crumbling settle- 
ments date back to the Bronze Age. A hop across the Gulf of Mirabella is 
the small fishing village bearing the same name, Mochlos. Intrepid tourists 
from the popular coastal town of Agios Nikolaos — about a hour's drive 
away — will occasionally venture to Mochlos for a quiet meal and a glass 
of raki at a taverna. In spring, the hills bloom with wildflowers. Summer 
is ideal for swimming and snorkeling, and fishing is year-round. 


YOUR GUIDE 
TO BUYING IN 
THE BAHAMAS 





LIFE 

HERE 


Food Remix 


CHOU DOUFU, 
TAIWAN Your nose 
might betray you 
with this stinky 
dish, a form of 
fermented tofu 
that is typically 
deep-fried before 
being served. The 
snack is common 
at night markets 
and roadside food 
stands around 
Taiwan, especially in 
Taipei. It is usually 
served with a side 
of chili sauce. 


r 



CONCH 

FRITTERS, 

BAHAMAS 

A street-vendor 
favorite, the chewy 
meat of the giant 
sea snail is tucked 
inside fried-dough 
balls and seasoned 
with garlic, cayenne 
pepper, paprika 
and salt. Fritters 
are usually served 
in a small bag and 
slathered with 
a lime-flavored 
tartar-like sauce. 

SPAM MUSUBI, 
HAWAII Spam, 
rice and nori are 
the three main 
ingredients in this 
portable, sushi-like 
snack, though many 
versions feature 
fried egg as well. 
Musubi can be 
found at just about 
every convenience 
store in Hawaii. 




GLOBAL STREET EATS 

Street food is the ideal on-demand dining 
option — authentic, inexpensive, ever3rwhere. 
Here are six to try on islands around the world. 



CUCHIFRITOS, 
PUERTO RICO 

Cuchifritos is a 
catchall phrase that 
describes fried parts 
of pig; depending 
on the vendor, this 
usually includes 
chicharron (fried pig 
skin) and morcilla 
(blood sausage). 



BAKE & SHARK, 
TRINIDAD & 
TOBAGO The 

name of this sand- 
wich says it all — one 
part fried flatbread, 
one part seasoned 
shark meat. Though 
the must-try 
delicacy is sold 
at roadside food 
stands across T&T, 
it’s most commonly 
found at Maracas 
Beach on the north 
coast of Trinidad. 


BY MATT VILLANO 



TONKOTSU 
RAMEN, JAPAN 

Ramen in Japan is 
like barbecue in the 
U.S. — every region 
does it differently. 
In Fukuoka, on the 
north shore of 
Kyushu, the broth 
is steeped with 
pork bones, giving 
it an intensely 
meaty flavor. Street 
vendors serve the 
soup in Styrofoam 
containers, along 
with chopsticks 
to grab the slip- 
pery noodles. 
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CL COMPANION 

ALWAYS AT YOUR 
FINGER TIPS 


YOU CAN FIND OUR PRODUCTS 

AT AUTHORIZED DEALERS 

AND ONLINE AT WWW.SWAROVSKIOPTIK.COM ^ 


Every moment counts when observing nature, as there are many species that only 
make a rare appearance, like the shy kingfisher. Thanks to their compact size, 
you can always have the CL Companion binoculars from SWAROVSKI OPTIK at your 
fingertips. Their unique design ensures maximum ease of use, while their excellent 
optics produce outstanding, high-luminosity images. Equipped for every situation, 
you’ll always have the rugged, extremely watertight CL Companion binoculars by 
your side, which are the ideal companion for making nature observation an amazing 
experience. Enjoy moments even more - with SWAROVSKI OPTIK. 

SEETHE UNSEEN 

WWW.$WAR0V$KI0PTIK.C0M 



SWAROVSKI 

OPTIK 
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ON THE 
FJORDS OF 
PAPUA NEW 
GUINEA, 
SAYING 
GOODBYE 
TO MODERN 
COMFORTS 
MEANS 
PLUGGING 
INT&SOME- 
THINGFAR 
~ GREATER. 


STORY BY 

BROPKE MORTON 

PHOTOS BY 

ZACH STOVALL 
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From left: The locals of Orotoaba call this dirt path the “main road.” View of surrounding fjords from the guesthouse. 


ANTS THE SIZE OF PUSHPINS WORK THEIR WAY UP TO 
my belt loops in the time it takes me to catch my breath. They’re 
making better progress than we are — or so it seems. Their route 
is direct while ours has been circuitous, the destination perhaps 
unknown. For the first time in three hours, we rest, a fallen tree 
in the jungle serving as a bench. 

Our group of four, two dogs in tow, had set out at first light 
from the village of Orotoaba, high atop a flord finger jutting off 
the northeastern half of Papua New Guinea’s main island. A ruddy 
footpath guided us down past the settlement’s 30 or so thatch-roof 
houses, through yam patches and gardens of banana trees and 
watermelons, then out into the wild canopy of trees curtained with 
vines. Our intention was to slay a wild boar or two, but now I won- 
der if we’ll carryback anything more than the mud on our shoes. 

Leading us is Jackson Borime, Orotoaba’s 4I-year-old village 
chief and the owner of the guesthouse where I slept last night. He 
and his brother-in-law, Leslie, carry spears — actual spears. Like 
everything else here, they are handmade. Jackson keeps a wrapped 
fist atop the foot-long metal point; the other pops betel nuts into 


his mouth. Instead of coffee, this wild-growing nut is the stimulant 
of choice here, chewed with lime powder and a mustard seedpod. 
The concoction stains their teeth a deep red that can’t help but 
remind me of blood, which, I recall, is what we’re out here to see. 

Like a child weary of a road trip, I ask Leslie how much farther. 
His response is barely audible: “When the dogs meet the pig, they 
bark. We kill the pig.” This is how most conversation in Orotoaba 
happens: straightforward, no jokes, no figurative language. 
Just facts. 

“So ... how far will we go?” I ask. 

“It depends on the dogs.” 

It’s this simplicity of speech, of daily life, that led me to this 
village. I’d first learned of the Oro Province when I happened 
upon the blog of a bareboater who had anchored off the coast. 
She arrived with no paper money and managed to exchange bat- 
teries and ball caps for local produce. In her photos, she beamed 
a transcendent smile, which I suspected was triggered by much 
more than the ripeness of the produce. 

It was perhaps a year later that I found Tufi Resort while 
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Clockwise from above: A boy and his kitten; a typical village breakfast; cooling off at the community pool. 


researching out-of-the-way scuba trips. With its air-conditioned 
rooms, swimming pool and fridge full of South Pacific — the 
brand of beer that locals call SP — the lodge regularly welcomes 
scuba hobbyists and hikers finishing the Kokoda Trail, a grueling, 
muddy, 60-mile stretch where Australians fought off the advanc- 
ing Imperial Japanese Army in World War IL 

But what intrigued me most about coming to the 
resort was that it facilitates visits and coordinates 
guesthouse stays with nearby villages — six of 
them — where you’ll find no paper money (aka 
kind), no electricity, no TV, not even radios; no sig- 
nal stretches so far. These communities have almost 
no contact with the outside world, save for spotty 
cellphone service and the few travelers willing to 
journey to this remote corner. Village chiefs have 
pay-as-you-go cellphones, not smartphones, but 
little else in terms of technology. They certainly 
don’t own computers — and yet, it was a chain of 
emails that landed me here on this hilltop. 


The hunt might have continued if Jackson was with just fam- 
ily, but he has a breathless Westerner in tow. Kindly, he makes the 
decision to head back toward the village. After all, the dogs have 
succeeded only in finding an egg laid by a startled bush chicken 
alongside some bandicoot scat. No pigs in sight. 

So, with tree roots and vines as railings, I pull 
myself backup the hill. Technically, the hunt is over, 
but Jackson pauses along the way to listen for telltale 
snapping of twigs or swishing of dried leaves. 

As we navigate down into a ravine, Jackson’s 
head tilts to his shoulder, and, after several min- 
utes of studying the canopy, he raises a finger. There, 
with dangling plumage red as a hibiscus fiower, is a 
bird of paradise. This ornate species is among the 
world’s rarest, found primarily only in this country, 
and, on our return walk, we happen upon it easily. 
I smile. Today, in this jungle, what could stand as a 
birder’s lifetime achievement proves easier to find 
than a common boar. 
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WHEN TO GO 

MAY 

May to October 
brings flatter 
sea conditions 
and cooler, drier 
weather ideal for 
hiking. In May, 
during the sing-sing 
gathering nearTufi 
Resort, tribes and 
villages convene 
to share dances 
and songs. 
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Dawn the next morning comes slowly to the village. From 
within the gauzy mosquito netting canopied over my bed, I look 
out through the propped-open window of the simple bamboo 
hut that I will call home for the next four days. Cool blue light 
reveals trails of cirrus clouds originating far offshore and gath- 
ering overhead. I feel a chill as I dress. Jackson brings breakfast 
to a separate dining hut where I manage a cup of instant coffee, 
a pair of fried eggs, biscuits and several tiny bananas before he 
returns to lead me on a hike. 

We climb over the flord to a waterfall spilling down a cliff on 
the opposite side, then follow a sliver of stream to where it stops 
short at an overlook — with no guardrails. Below, the Solomon Sea 
pushes in. When I’ve snapped my fill of photos, we turn. A muddy 
pool shaded by a bamboo thicket had been empty when we passed 
moments ago. Now, a dozen boys and girls from the village, wide 
eyes trained on us, stand quietly in a circle around it. The older 
children hold the hands of the littlest ones, perhaps 6 and 7 years 
old. Clearly, they’re waiting for something. 
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. Port Moresby 


GETTING HERE 
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Most travelers route through 
Australia, flying direct to 
Port Moresby from Brisbane 
(Virgin Australia, Qantas and Air 
Niugini), Cairns or Sydney (both 
Qantas, Air Niugini). Air Niugini, 
PNG’s national airline, connects 
the country with Singapore, 
Manila, Bali, Hong Kong and 
several other destinations. As of 


October, Philippine Airlines of- 


\ 


fers two flights a week — Fridays L 
and Sundays — from Manila to I 
Port Moresby; rates for this ■ 
five-hour flight are currently 
more affordable than Australia- 
based routes. Tub is accessible 
by air from Port Moresby via 
Airlines PNG; flights are on 
Wednesdays and Fridays. 


I’m still not sure what they’re waiting for when I peel out of 
my sweaty hiking clothes and, in my swimsuit, pad across the 
algae-slick rocks and plop in. After a few moments submerged, 
I gesture to a little girl to join, but, ducking her head, she scram- 
bles back a few feet. I then turn to ask a few more kids if they want 
to play in the water. It seems so odd not to share this communal 
pool, one that clearly belongs to the villagers. The kids practice 
English in school, but they’re too shy to acknowledge they under- 
stand my request. So, after a while longer in the pool, I towel off. 

The second I’m dressed, the kids thunder in. A few boys 
remove their shirts, a few get naked, but most wear all the cloth- 
ing they wore on the walk down: brightly colored polos and 
T-shirts, sarongs and shorts. They leap from the muddy banks. 
They climb the bamboo and somersault in. They laugh and 
cheer and splash. Jackson, who’d been sitting on the shore while 
I enjoyed a swim, slips into the water. 

‘'Sure, now you go in,” I tease. 

He flashes a sorry-I-ate-the-last-piece-of-pie grin. 

That the villagers waited to enter the water makes me wonder: 
Paper money might not have circulated in the community, but 
some sort of us-and-them assumption about tourism has. Or per- 
haps it’s shyness mixed with the intent to be polite. 

I ask Jackson about it that night over dinner: a spread of 
grilled cuttlefish, plantains, pumpkin leaves in coconut milk, and 
thick, chewy pancakes made of sago flour and water. 

He opened his guesthouse in 2005. When he asks me to sign 
his visitor logbook, I do a quick scan. Last year, he welcomed a 
total of 63 people, or roughly five per month. 

“They sleep one night and go back,” he says. “They should stay.” 

The logbook confirms I’m one of the first travelers to spend 
more than one night here. Perhaps the only to spend four days. 


TRAVEL TIP 

Bring a small backpack, ideally waterproof; short rain showers are common here. 

SAY OUR EDITORS 
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THE OUTPOST This dugout canoe is both the Papua New Guinea minivan and the only connection to the outside world. Tufi Resort, in the 
distance, is the mall. In search of the basics — sugar, a knife, a prepaid SIM card — locals pack up their families and paddle for hours, if not all 
night, to reach the simple store. Once there, they stay awhile, erecting tarps for shelter and washing clothes and dishes in the waterfall. 
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The main way that villagers of Jebo travel is by boat — even children paddle outriggers to reach school. 


In the lodge at Tufi, in a pamphlet describing the village treks, 
Orotoaba is summed up as the home of the bird of paradise. And 
maybe you need only one day to admire the jungle fowl, but more 
happens in this village than you can appreciate in 24 hours. 

It’s Wednesday, two days after arriving, when I become 
more deliberate in attempting to connect with the children. 
I start for the swimming hole without Jackson, an authority 
figure. Before setting off, I kill time in the village center, pre- 
tending to fiddle with my camera. The sight of me draws so 
much attention that it’s not long before a few children wander 
to my side, taking my hands. 

They pull me to the swimming hole as more kids fall in behind 
us. At the water’s edge, I smile a lot and overly mime asking a 
question, shrugging my shoulders and widening my eyes in appeal. 
One of the older girls can’t wait and jumps in. Seal broken, they 
laugh and tumble into the water. At one point, the children link 
arms and jump in, calling out together in English, “Ready, set, go.” 
It’s a village -style pool party, with everyone taking turns to outdo 
one another with flips and midair poses. I ease out my camera. 


The kids pause, but just for a moment. When I flip the screen to 
show them their own faces, they giggle, then pose, trying outdo 
whichever child had just flashed a goofy mug. 

Come Thursday, I pack up, trekking down the hill to Jebo, 
the village that will host me for a final night. This community 
sits along a golden-sand beach where a speedboat from the Tufl 
Resort first dropped me. Much more accessible than Orotoaba, 
Jebo is reachable from the resort via a 30-minute boat ride. It 
doesn’t require an additional hour of hiking, so it sees dozens 
more tourists, mostly Australians. 

I sit at the picnic table that night with the owner of Jebo’s 
sole guesthouse, Lancelot Ginari, 34, and his family. A battery- 
powered floodlight illuminates the sand beneath our feet. It’s 
high tide, so waves wash in mere yards from our plastic chairs. 

While I savor a cup of tea and Lancelot’s wife, Winnie, chews 
betel nut, I share my experiences on the beach that afternoon. 
I walked up and down the shore, trying to engage the children. 
Instead, I was met mostly with furrowed brows and crossed arms. 
One of the older boys kept cracking comments in Karafe, the 
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From left: A young boy from Jebo shows his day’s catch; the dining pavilion of Tufi Resort overlooks the harbor. 


local language, causing the other children to erupt into laughter. 
I didn’t feel welcome. Still, I took a stick of driftwood and drew 
alligators, native to my Florida home, in the sand. The pictures 
confused the kids, luring them in. I took a few photos, but I sensed 
hesitation. I didn’t force a connection. 

Lancelot said this didn’t surprise him. Within the last year, he 
explained, a few kids in his village had started asking for dollars in 
exchange for having their photos taken. When the propositioned 
travelers declined, the kids simply ran off, but it signaled a shift. 
Clearly, something had begun to infiltrate this village. 

Friday morning, Lancelot raps on the guesthouse door. He 
reminds me that a speedboat will beach at 11 a.m. to collect me. 

''Most guests leave something behind for us, maybe shoes or hats 
or sunglasses — a gift,” he says, eyes fixed on the sea. 

"Oh, is that so?” 1 say, flashing back to when 1 readied to leave 
the hilltop village of Orotoaba. The kids had gathered on the 
guesthouse lawn, and when 1 pulled out pencils and notepads 
as gifts, they seemed surprised and were shy in accepting them. 
Before leaving the States, I’d asked the Tufi Resort what presents 


to bring and even if such a gesture would be appropriate. 1 was 
told no gifts were necessary, but showing up empty-handed felt 
too much like attending a dinner party without a bottle of wine. 

So when Lancelot stands outside my door in expectation, part 
of me knows that he’s merely trying to survive. Even smaller cruise 
ships land so infrequently that he has to hustle when he can. 

I understand. And yet, I sense something in me struggling to 
hold on to the magic from earlier in the week. I think of Orotoaba, 
realizing Fd never been to a place so free from modern distrac- 
tions, where my connection with others felt so untethered, so 
pure. And maybe that says more about how I fill my own days 
— with the pings of email, a constant barrage of news and other 
barriers to authentic human connection. 

I make a choice: In my mind, I create a space for the memo- 
ries of this little village high atop the flord, allowing for a return 
whenever I’m in need of a pause to still my soul. 


Tufi Resort charges $80 per night to stay at the village guesthouses, 
which includes all meals. Village transfers cost $90; tufidive.com. 
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LIFE 


HERE 

My Island 


LA DESIRADE 


GRANDE-TERRE 


CATCHING WAVES 

A local shares his favorite surfing spots and 
where to enjoy a bit of ti’ punch afterward. 


BASSE-TERRE 


MARIE-GALANTE 



ILES DES SAINTES 



Guadeloupe is 
actually an archi- 
pelago, with two 
larger islands, 

Basse-Terre and 
Grande-Terre. 
Gwada, the local 
nickname for 
Guadeloupe, is a 
French colony, but 
we have a mix of 
people from many 
different countries. 
My grandmother 
is from Trinidad 
and Tobago, and 
my grandfather is 
from France. My 
parents were born 
here, and so was I. 
In Gwada, we speak 
French and Creole. 

The water is 
beautiful in 
Gwada. You have 
the sea, the rivers, 
and there are spots 
for surfing all 
around the islands. 
The top three 
beaches are Plage 
de la Chapelle in 
Anse Bertrand; 
AnsealaGourde 
in Saint-Frangois; 
and the cove found 
inDeshaies. 


I give surf lessons 
on Basse-Terre 

at Bananier Beach, 
which is good 
for beginners to 
learn howto surf 
because it’s a sand 
break with waves 
year-round. 

My favorite place 
to snorkel is off 

the coast ofLaDe- 
sirade. The Jacques 
Cousteau Reserve 
in Bouillante, on 
the western part 
of Basse-Terre, 
is also a famous 
place for snorkel- 
ing and diving. The 
Carbet Falls are 
the best waterfalls 
in Gwada. You can 
bathe and swim 
in Little Paradise 
Hot Springs in 
Guadeloupe 
National Park on 
Basse-Terre. 

Some of my 
favorite places 
to eat on the 

island are Le 
Spot in Le Moule, 
where the chef, 
Frangois, makes 


delicious Creole 
and French food. 
It’s a great spot 
to head to after 
surfing because it’s 
right on the beach. 
Julien Colmar’s 
Beach Paradise 
restaurant is where 
to go for local 
seafood — lobster, 
crayfish and conch. 
It’s in Sainte- 
Marie Capesterre 
Belle -Eau, where 
Christopher 
Columbus landed. 

We have a lot of 
delicious local 
fruit: pineapples, 
guavas, mangoes 
and coconuts. 

If you want to 
get ti’ punch, 

rum with juice or 
coconut water, go 
toLaKabane in 
Saint-Frangois. 

On Sunday 
nights, I like to 
drop by Zion Park 
inLeGosierto 
listen to live reggae 
music. — as told to 
JoyHuiLin 


CYRILLVILLOING 
AGE 42 
OCCUPATION 

Founder and owner 
of Poyo Surf Club, 
surf instructor 
poyosurfclub.com 


SURF SPOTS 

AROUND 

GUADELOUPE 

Beginners 

• Bananier Beach 

• Le Helleux 

Longboarders 

• Left of 
the port at 
Port-Louis 

• Le Helleux 



il ' 


Shortboarders 

• Le Spot de 
Damencourt, 

Le Moule 

• Anse Salabouelle, 
Le Moule 

• Plage de la 
Chapelle, 

Anse Bertrand 


PARIS IN GWADA 

You can find French 
items all over 
Guadaloupe — we 
have excellent 
cheese and wine, 
just as you’d find 
in Paris. We also 
have the best rum, 
which is made 
on the island of 
Marie-Galante. 



cr 

a 
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PALLADIUM 

HOTELS 8. RESORTS 



THE FREEDOM TO 

PLAY YOUR WAY 

Discover all-inclusive Palladium Hotels & Resorts, kids clubs, a variety of a la carte 
gourmet restaurants, nightly live entertainment, fabulous beach locations and much 
more. We ensure our guests experience the vacation of a lifetime. 

Jeef tmJuJed 

www.palladiumhotelgroup.com C /PalladiumHotelGroup @PalladiumHG 
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AWING AN DA PRAYER 


where: the SEYCHELLES 
THE find: curried FRUIT BAT 

definitely 
A UcwWno^ a chicken 
wing. I mean, it looks like a 
chicken wing, but, upon closer 
inspection, it’s far too long — 
and more than a little sinewy. I 
look up to my smiling Seychel- 
lois waiter. “Fruit bat,” he says 
proudly. “Very popular here!” 

And he’s not kidding. Not 
to be confused with the endan- 
gered sheath-tailed bat, fruit 


bat (aka flying fox) is a popular 
snack. Go to almost any corner 
food shop in this east African 
archipelago and you’ll find 
take-away containers of fruit 
bat prepared every which way. 
Curried is, by far, the most 
common concoction. 

Catching the winged crea- 
tures is fairly easy. They love 
mangoes, and flock to the fruit 
trees at twilight to feast. Most 
Seychellois use nets and a 
solid thump on the head to 
hunt what will become tomor- 


row’s dinner. And yes, I said 
tomorrow’s dinner — bat 
involves a bit of prep work. 

Fruit bats have a horrific 
odor (and flavor) that must 
be dealt with before they’re 
ready for prime-time con- 
sumption. Typically they’re 
soaked for three hours or 
more in a vinegar- and-water 
solution, with multiple rinses. 
Some will soak a bat for an 
entire day before eating it. 

Sounds awful. But it took 
a big time investment to get 



A bat is 
soaked at 
least three 
hours to get 
rid of the 
strong odor. 


to this place: a 17-hour flight 
fro m New York to Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia, then another 
four hours by plane to the Sey- 
chelles. I might as well try this 
local delicacy. I pickup awing, 
stretch it to its full length (it’s 
disturbingly long) and begin 
to gnaw. 

The meat is tender in parts 
and gristly in others, with a 
strong, gamey flavor even the 
most potent of curries would 
fail to disguise. It’s not unlike 
rabbit, but not fresh rabbit. 

It’s last week’s rabbit. There’s 
an underlying sweetness that 
is both comforting and foul. 
The wonderful Indian spices 
holding the entire dish togeth- 
er just can’t make it right. It’s 
horrifying. My waiter smiles 
and nods as I chew. “I have 
to eat two or three bats to be 
full,” he chirps. 

You are eating a bat, my 
inner voice screams, and 
you need to stopl But I can’t, 
it’s impolite, so I dig in. It’s 
mind-over-matter time. Soon 
enough. I’ve cleaned my plate, 
and feelings of victory and 
relief wash over me — I sur- 
vived the Seychelles Curried 
Fruit Bat. All seems well in the 
world — until I notice that I 
have bat stuck in my teeth. 


TRAVEL TIP 

Shop with locals for fresh fish and spices at the Sir Selwyn Selwyn-Clarke Market. 

SAY OUR EDITORS 
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COFFEE TALK 


Conner Gorry moved from New York to Cuba in 2002 after marry- 
ing the man she met while volunteering there. The newlyweds lived 
on the outskirts of Havana with no hot water, no AC, no car and 
no landline — let alone the Internet. Eventually they moved to the 
capital, where she launched a blog. Here is Havana; created a travel 
app, Havana Good Time, to explore the city like a local; and opened 
the island’s first English-language bookstore cafe, Cuba Libro. 


BY DANIELA PETROVA 


Q: Why did you decide to open 
a bookstore cafe? 

A: I saw a need for a cool 
place for Cubans and travel- 
ers to hang out, where they 
could access English-language 
literature and magazines, 
drink excellent Cuban coffee 
(including iced, which was 
virtually unknown here before 
we started offering it), and to 
breakdown misconceptions 
and myths about our cultures. 

Q: Seems like it’s more than 
just a cafe. 

A: It’s a community cultural 
project and a private business. 


You don’t have to buy any- 
thing to read the books and 
magazines and enjoy the space. 

Q: And you also host events? 

A: I’ve brought U.S. musicians 
from several genres to 
collaborate with Cubans and 
participate in music festivals. 

Q; That must be fun. 

A: Yes, but as the most popular 
saying here goes, no es facil — 
nothing is easy. I have dial-up 
Internet access at home, but it’s 
too slow for Skype, and phone 
calls to the United States are 
$1.50 a minute. 



Q: Wait, you maintain a blog 
with dial-up Internet access? 

A: Sometimes it takes me three 
days and a lot of frustration to 
upload new posts. It’s a walk in 
the park compared to trying 
(and failing) to update my app. 

Q: You certainly had to over- 
come a lot of obstacles. 

A: Yes. To secure permits for 
Cuba Libro, I had to endure a lot 
of suspicion, as well as surprise 
health inspections and even 
fecal samples. 


Q: Sounds impossible. 

A: At times, I have a hard time 
sourcing coffee, straws and 
even milk. 

Q: But you find ways around it? 

A: My luggage from the States 
to Cuba is always packed with 
chocolate syrup, batteries, 
books and business cards. 

Q: And you’re still here. 

A: What I love about life in Cuba 
are the Cubans. They know how 
to laugh, even in the face of 
ferocious adversity. They make 
time to be with the people they 
love. And they are incredibly 
resilient and resourceful — not 
to mention good-looking! 

Q: You appear to be quite 
resilient yourself. 

A: My mother always told me, 
‘you learn something new every 
day’ — if you’re living life right 
and are observant enough. In 
Cuba, I’m learning new things 
all the time, even after 13 years. 
That’s what makes Cuba so 
captivating — it’s a place of 
continual evolution. 



Hilton 


R05E HALL RESORT £( SPA 

AN UPSCALE ALL-INCLUSIVE 
JAMAICA EXPERIENCE 
UNLIKE ANY OTHER! 


RoseHallResort 


com/lslands 


WWW 


Nestled between tine scenic mountains and 
turquoise Caribbean waters of Jamaica, 
offering contemporary style that truly 
inhabits an exclusive oceanfront location 
on the edge of Montego Bay. This modern 
and relaxed all-inclusive resort affords 
guests an elevated level of comfort and 
convenience, as well as a wide array of 
food & beverage options, an assortment 
of distinctive amenities, onsite endless 
recreation. Kid’s Klub, water park and more. 


/RoseHallResort 


Scan this Code 
to visit our Resort! 



LIFE 



HERE 

Move To 


BY SUNSHINE FLINT 


BAHAMAS 

BOUND 

Longing to move to an island in the 
Caribbean? We don't blame you 
one bit. With the Bahamas just a 
short hop from the mainland U.S., 
reaching your home among the 
pink beaches and cerulean seas 
couldn't be easier. Here are three 
developments that might just hold 
your key to paradise. 


KAMALAME CAY, ANDROS 

Paths of white sand edged with natural 
stone connect chic Bahamian villas to 
the Great House at this secluded 34-room 
resort, which sits on the northeast coast 
of Andros, the Bahamas’ largest and least 
inhabited island. Separated from the main 
island by an inlet, Kamalame easily feels like 
its own destination, and the mangrove flats, 
blue holes and abundant bird and marine 
life — the world’s third-largest coral reef is 
just offshore — make it a draw for fishermen, 
birders and anyone who wants to experience 
a pristine tropical ecology. 

The resort owners have established their 
own conservancy program, which includes 
catching non-indigenous lionfish for 
guests’ dinner plates, as well as serving well 
water filtered by reverse osmosis instead 
of plastic water bottles. Plus, guests drive 



Average high tern 

Low 70s to high 80s 

Flight times: Under an 


hourfrom Miami, two 
hours from Atlanta, 
three hours from New 
York Take note: Real 
estate transactions are 
subject to a stamp tax, 
evenly split between 
buyer and seller. 
Foreigners purchas- 
ing property worth 
$500,000 and up can 
apply for permanent 
residency status. 


solar-powered golf buggies to the freshwater 
pool or the overwater spa, the only one in 
the Bahamas. 

An eventual 90 homes will be con- 
structed on Kamalame Cay, with around 30 
already sold or built. Buyers can purchase 
villa or estate lots that range in price from 
$350,000 to $1.75 million and custom build 
their own home, as long as the structure 
hews to the building code that requires they 
follow traditional Caribbean architectural 
styles. Alternatively, turnkey homes are 
available, with everything furnished down 
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BEAVER AND 
ERINSHRIVER, 

property owners 
on Kamalame Cay 
Hometown: 

Sarasota, Florida 
Occupations: 

Owner of a marketing 
company; textile 
designer and artist 

OURTHREE CENTS 

1. Kamalame Cay is 
easy to get to. It’s very 
secluded and private 
— you can walk around 
and not see anyone. 

But they also have fun 
events every month, 
and you meet people 
from all overthe world. 

2. We’ve been coming 
down here for 20 years. 
We decided to buy a 
lot 10 years ago when 
owner Brian Hew 

first put them up for 
sale. We finally built 
the house, and it’s the 
newest one on the Cay. 
Our goal is to move 
there full time when 
ourll-year-old daugh- 
ter is out of school. 

3. We have 150 feet 
of beachfront and are 
20 paces from the 
water. Around back, 
we can stand on our 
deck, watch the tide 
fill up the sound, and 
know the exact time 
to catch bonefish. 
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to the textiles and cutlery. The resort offers 
three building styles: West Indies Thatch, 
Island Colonial and Coastal Cottage, plus 
interior design services and management. 
Completed houses range in size from a one- 
bedroom bungalow to a lO-bedroom estate, 
and they’ll run you $750,000 to $4 million. 
Bonus: Houses can enter the rental pool 
when owners are away. 

Phase three was released earlier this year 
and has almost sold out. Phase four will be 
released next year, and it will include a beach 
club, restaurant, pool and beach bungalows. 
kamalame.com 

TRY BEFORE YOU BUY: From $250 per night, with 
an all-inclusive rate of $640 per night that 
includes all meals, snacks, house wines and 
premium alcohol, as well as full access to the 
island’s facilities. 

THE ALBANY, NEW PROVIDENCE 

Caribbean real estate isn’t always a sound 
investment (Baha Mar, anyone?), but 
The Albany, which broke ground in 2010 
and is backed by famed golfers Ernie Els and 
Tiger Woods, is a pretty safe bet. 

Set on 600 oceanfront acres near 
the Bahamian capital of Nassau, the 
development features the handiwork 
of starchitects such as Bjarke Ingels, 

Morris Adjmi and Robert A.M. Stern, while 
Andres Duany, the New Urbanist pioneer 
and designer of planned community 
Seaside, Florida, drew up the master plan. 

That plan includes a classic pink mansion 
that appeared in two James Bond films, 
including 2006’s Casino Royale, and which 
now houses the resort’s signature restaurant 
and lounge. The Albany is also home to 
a championship golf course designed 
by Els, a 71-slip megayacht marina, an 
equestrian center, a state-of-the-art fitness 
facility, separate family and adult pools, 
and multiple restaurants. 

The newest building to rise is Ingels’ 
striking, hexagonal-patterned Honeycomb 
with 34 apartments, each offering a private 
plunge pool and a terrace. It’s one of five 
sold-out condo buildings around the marina, 
with a sixth expected to be announced 
before the end of this year. In addition to 
the marina units, beachfront, ocean -view 
and club villas are for sale. There are also 
equestrian homes on one- to two-acre lots, 
and lots available for custom homes on the 
beachfront and golf course. 

Condos and villas range in size from 
1,300 to 19,000 square feet, and resale 
prices start at $5 million. Beachfront lots 
start at $10 million. When completed. 


BAHAMAS BUYS 



6 bedrooms, 6-plus baths, fronting 
a private beach on Paradise Island. 
Price on request. Monty Roberts, 
Damianos Sotheby’s, 242-424-4944 



4 bedrooms, A’k baths in Ocean 
Club Estates on Paradise Island, 
$4.495M. Cro/g Finder, Damianos 
Sotheby’s, 242-457-2282 



New 5-bedroom, S’A-bath home 
at Lyford Cay on New Providence 
Island, $5.65M. Nick Damianos, 
Damianos Sotheby’s, 242-376-1841 



“Cuckoo’s Nest” with 6 bedrooms, 
6V2 baths and canal views in Lyford 
Cay, $6.5M. George Damianos, 
Damianos Sotheby’s, 242-424-9699 


The Albany will have a total of 350 homes. 
albanybahamas. com 

TRY BEFORE YOU BUY: From $8,000 per night for 
a villa, including full 
access to amenities, a 
four-person golf cart, 

24-hour concierge 
and daily housekeep- 
ing services. 

PINK SANDS RESORT, 

HARBOUR ISLAND 

By far the Old Boy of Bahamian resorts. 
Pink Sands originally opened in 1951 as 
a tropical hideaway for the elite, where 
guests could book a room only if they were 
invited. Harbour Island’s British-colonial 
clapboard houses and moniker “Nantucket 
of the Caribbean” merely added to the 
snob appeal. 

Today, the resort, which suffered 
extensive damage from Hurricane An- 
drew and was entirely rebuilt, is far more 
egalitarian. Its 25 guest cottages, open to 
all, have private patios with views of the 
pink beach, whose rosy color comes from 
the shells of microscopic marine creatures 
called foraminifera. 

On the residential side. Pink Sands is 
constructing 10 new homes on the stone 
foundations of the original 1950s cottages; 
the three- and four-bedroom cottages and 
villas — three on oceanfront lots and seven 
on garden lots — will range from 1,500 to 
2,800 square feet, and each will have a 
private pool. 

Designs for the development and the 
renovations are led by interior designer 
David Flint Wood, who lives on Harbour 
Island with his children and partner, 
designer and British aristocrat India 
Hicks, whose new Harbour Island-inspired 
lifestyle brand launched recently. The 
designs are classic British-colonial style: 
plantation shutters, dark plank floors and 
high-ceiling rooms, the better to catch 
the ocean breezes. Owners can keep the 
properties entirely private or put them 
back into the resort’s rental pool when not 
in residence. Due to be completed in early 
2016, homes start at $I million. 

In addition to the private residences, 
eight new guest cottages are being built, 
an oceanfront pool is being added, and 
the public areas and Blue Bar will be 
completely remodeled in a three-phase 
renovation that will be finished in 2017. 
pinksandsresort.com 
TRY BEFORE YOU BUY: From $1,499 per night 
during the high season. 
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Enjoy our S-StarAINnctusive Beschfront Resorts. 

At Ocean Hoteis we o0er everything you're looking for in 3 Caribbean besch vdcatm. 
Welcome to a world of aHuring experiences, relaxaiion arid transformation. 



OCEAN OFFERS IN ALL HIS PROPERTIES: 

AIMndusive 24h • Unlimit&d 'Ala carte' Dining * Free Wi F! ttiroughoutthe Resort* 


*A^all3blElnMXjii^DR 


www.oceanhotels.net 

Riviera Cancan ( Mexico) | Rrviera Maya {Mexico] 

Playa Bavamo CPunta Cana, DR} | Varadero (Cuba) | Cayo Santa Maria (Cuba) 
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KohKood^ Thailand 

Look at a satellite map of Koh Kood, Each shelters a room — a bedroom, 
an hour's flight from Bangkok. The a living room, an outdoor bathroom 
linear pattern of coconut and rubber — all separate, but joined into villa 
plantations merges with untouched compounds by sprawling pine decks 
jungle. No cities, no towns, barely any and private infinity pools. Stylishly 
roads. Just endless greenery. Where assembled with raw and reclaimed 
that green meets the shore is wood, each is an artwork pay- 

a string of crisp white cano- ing homage to Koh Kood's 

pies — the Soneva Kiri resort, ^hen to go natural state, soneva.com 


NOV 

TO MAY 

The dry winter and 
spring months are 
the ideal time to go 
— many resorts on 
Koh Kood close for 
the rainy season. 



. MEXICO’S LOS 
CABOSISBACK 
IN BUSINESS 



. = . . : CUTTING-- 
: : EDGECRuisES' : : 
-- AROUND ASIA — 
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New Now Next 



ESTATES 
OF PLAY 

Live at a Caribbean 
resort year-round: 

In the BVI,OilNut 
Bay’s Jewel Box 
Beach Villa (above) 
lets you enjoy the 
private island re- 
sort’s amenities and 
direct beach access 
($4.9 million, 
oilnutbay.com), 
while Turks and 
Caicos’ Dunes at 
Grace Bay Resorts 
offers up one- 
bedroom villas with 
outdoor showers 
and private pools 
(from $4.25 million, 
gracebayclub.com). 


KEYS TO THE KEYS 

Key Largo’s hotly anticipated 
Playa Largo Resort & Spa 
(from $319, playalargoresort 
.conn) opens in Decennber, with 
144 roonns, 10 bungalows and 
a villa, plus four dining options, 
including a steakhouse and a 
ceviche bar. Watch the sun set 
fronn the 745-foot-long strip 
of powdery bayfront beach as 
bonfires and lounge music set 
the low-key mood. 


OLD IS NEW AGAIN IN MAUI 

The legendary Travaasa Hana Maui (from $400, travaasa.com) 
has just begun a $12 million restoration proj ect, meaning the 
resort at the end of the Road to Hana will be newly paved by year’s 
close. Look for restored lanais, panoramic sliding-glass doors, 
and handcrafted furniture forged from sustainable materials and 
kapa, Hawaiian bark cloth. And yes, all 70 bungalows will stay 
true to their 1946 roots: no radios, no clocks, no televisions. 




ANTIGUA’S SHAPING UP 



Take that carried-over week of vacation and turn it into a full-body makeover 
at Antigua’s all-inclusive Curtain Bluff during its January boot camp, hosted by 
celebrity trainer Adam Rosante, author of The 30-Second Body. Days start with 
sun salutations on the sand, followed by all the Zumba, aqua- aerobics and guided 
walks you can fit in. Plus, get a bit of TLC with two spa treatments per guest 
included. (Jan. 16-21, $3,375 per person per week; curtainbluff.com) 



MOZDEF 

Mozambique’s Bazaruto 
Archipelago has just a handful 
of hotels, among them the 
rechristened andBeyond 
Benguerra Island (from $695 
all-inclusive, andbeyond.com). 
The 13 villas, three-bedroom 
casa and lodge recently 
received a multimillion-dollar 
overhaul. What didn’t change: 
its prime location, deep within 
a national marine park. Canoe, 
horseback ride or order a 
cocktail from an old dhow 
converted to a beachfront bar. 



COMPILED AND WRITTEN BY 
HEIDI MITCHELL 



SAMUELSSON 
IS COOKING 
IN BERMUDA 

Along with a 
$90 million renova- 
tion, Bermuda’s 
Hamilton Princess 
& Beach Club, a 
Fairmont Hotel 
(thehamilton 
princess.com) 
has recently 
debuted Marcus, 
a Caribbean- 
influenced casual 
restaurant by star 
Swedish-Ethiopian 
chef Marcus 
Samuelsson. 

The wunderkind’s 
signature polyglot 
take on cooking will 
be front and center 
in dishes like grilled 
conch tostadas and 
blackened fish and 
grits. Pair it all with 
the Harlem-based 
chefs version of 
the island’s house 
cocktail, the Dark 
and Stormier. 


MIAMI ON 
A BUDGET 

This new stay proves 
you needn’t trade 
great design (ora 
great location) for 
value. The Joie de 
Vivre hotel chain’s 
first East Coast 
entry, the 1940s 
deco-revival Hall 
South Beach (from 
$188, jdvhotels.com), 
opened its doors last 
month. Set a block 
from the ocean, the 
hotel’s trio of tropical- 
modern buildings are 
served by an all-day 
dining courtyard, 
with a menu from 
Top Chef alum 
Spike Mendelsohn. 


SAT AHHH IN ANGUILLA 

Housed in a 200-year-old reconstructed tradi- 
tional Thai residence, the Zemi Thai House Spa 
— part of the Zemi Beach House (zemibeach 
.com) coming in December — will offer tradition- 
al therapies, Taino bathing rituals and the 
Bohique Mud Decka, a sort of Caribbean- 
style hammam, right on celebrated Shoal Bay. 


ARUBA SIZZLES 

When BIT Steak opened 
at The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba 
(ritzcarlton.com), diners 
at the new modern steak- 
house — with locations \ 
from NYC to Waikiki — 
expected cast-iron-seared 
porterhouses and heaps of 
truffled mashed potatoes. 
They got that, but they also 
got local specialties, listed 
daily on the blackboard, 
plus a 500-bottle-strong 
wine list. 
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Closed for nine months after the storm, Las 
Ventanas is once again ready for guests. 
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A REBUILT AND RENEWED LOS GABOS 
IS NOW OPEN FOR BUSINESS. 
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RESORT TIP 


A favorite is the chowder, made with organic roasted poblano peppers and local Baj a clams. 

CHEF GONZALO CERDA OF ESPERANZA, AN AUBERGE RESORT 
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O n the drive from Los Cabos 
International Airport to the 
famed stretch of Mexican 
beach resorts known as the 
Corridor, evidence of the devastating 
effects of 2014’s Hurricane Odile is every- 
where. A convention center sits forlornly 
on a hillside, fenced off, a huge hole in its 
roof. Road crews toil along the highway, 
repairing chunks of asphalt that washed 
away during the storm. 

Odile, one of the strongest hurricanes 
on record, did some $1 billion of dam- 
age to one of Mexico’s primary tourist 
destinations, much of it on the storied 
coastline between Cabo San Lucas and 
San Jose del Cabo, on the very southern 
tip of the Baja Peninsula. Resorts up and 
down the shore shuttered for months 
after sustaining extensive wreckage. 

Less than a year later, a bright spot 
exists: Nearly every area hotel is back 
online. Among them: Esperanza, an 
Auberge Resort, which overhauled all of its 
rooms and public spaces; the One&Only 
Palmilla, which sunk an eye-popping $100 
million into redesigning its suites and its 
restaurant; and Las Ventanas al Paraiso, a 
Rosewood Resort, which invested heavily 
in staff training and guest programming 
during its closure. 

“We’re a new resort for all intents and 
purposes,” says Marc Rodriguez, general 
manager of the 57-room Esperanza (from 
$550, esperanza.auhergeresorts.com) , 
the hardest hit of the luxury properties. 
“Two weeks after the storm, we realized 
how much damage was done to electrical 
lines, AC ducts and roofs — all the palapas 
blew off.” 

The hotel started from scratch after 
being closed for seven months, begin- 
ning with changing the orange exterior of 
the buildings to a muted tan, then fixing 
largely invisible infrastructure issues. At 
the lower-tier pool, re-tiled in a deeper, 
more intense blue, a few couples and sev- 
eral families lounge on chairs partially 
submerged in water or relax under one 
of the new poolside cabanas. 

Guest rooms and public spaces were 


re -imagined in a rustic scheme of neutral 
colors, accented by wood, leather, woven 
linens and visible rope ties where the ceil- 
ing beams join. “We wanted to capture 
that feeling of Cabo — the desert and the 
sea meeting, dramatic rocks, cactuses and 
agave,” says Rodriguez. 

Little has changed at Esperanza’s 
signature restaurant, Cocina del Mar, 
perched atop a cliff jutting out into the Sea 
of Cortez. You can see all the way down to 
the Arch, the famous rock formation just 
off the coast of the (somewhat touristy) 
town of Cabo San Lucas, with tiny dots of 
parasailors in the distance. 

As part of the renovation, the resort 
has added Pesca Ceviche Bar, a casual, 
circular space where you can sample fresh 
local fish like tuna and dorado, caught that 
very morning, under a cluster of wooden 
cylindrical pendant lights. 

Twenty minutes to the east, toward 
San Jose del Cabo, you’ll find a whiff of 
Old Hollywood at Palmilla (from $455, 
palmilla.oneandonlyresorts.com), a 
Spanish-style estate dating from 1959 
that became a One&Only resort in 2004. 
Squint and you might be on Majorca. 
Once frequented by John Wayne and 
Lucille Ball, the resort has recently 
hosted the likes of Jennifer Aniston and 
Oprah Winfrey. 

But its defining clientele appears 
to be large and well-groomed families. 
Palmilla gets a huge amount of repeat 
visitors, some of whom are married in 
the chapel — the only one at a high-end 
Cabo resort — then return for holidays, 
babymoons and so on down the line. 

During Odile, “the tiles came off the 
roof like bullets,” recalls Palmilla’s PR 
director, Cecilia Aragon. But she also 
notes the upside: “It was a bad experi- 
ence that turned positive because we got 
to renovate everything.” The 173 rooms 
were refreshed with warm woods, as well 
as tile work and ceramics by local artisans. 
Palmilla expanded its spa, which now has 
13 individual treatment villas that feel 
quite private, scattered around a shaded 
relaxation garden. More new additions 



THE SPIRIT 
OF MEXICO 

Tequila, distilled 
from the blue agave 
plant, turns out 
to be much more 
complex than the 
shots you may have 
downed in college. 
At a private tasting 
at Esperanza ($65 
per person), on the 
resort’s terrace, 
learn the basics: 
silver, or bianco, 
tequilas are unaged, 
with the most pure 
agave character; 
smoky reposodos 
rest in oak barrels 
for up to a year; 
mellow, complex 
onejos mature in 
casks for more 
than a year. Then 
master true tequila 
customs (hint: it’s 
not a shot and a 
lick of salt). The 
bondero is a hit of 


lime juice, followed 
by a swig of tequila, 
then a taste of a red 
juice blend called 
sangrita — the colors 
of which reflect 
the order of the 
Mexican flag. 

At Las Ventanas al 
Paraiso, the tasting 
is held nextto a lush 
herb garden ($500 
per person, up to 
10 people), guided 
by tequila sommelier 
Oscar Mondragon 
Rendon. He changes 
thetasting every 
day — 150 tequilas 
are on offer — so do- 
ing it once doesn’t 
mean you can’t go 
back for more. 
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GETTING HERE 

All major U.S. carriers 
fly to Cabo’s airport 
(SJD), with American 
Airlines handling 
a large amount of 
traffic from Dallas 
(DFW). United has 
nonstop service from 
Washington, D.C. 
(lAD).As of Dec. 19, 
Delta resumes non- 
stop service from JFK, 
Southwest offers a 
weekly nonstop flight 
from Baltimore (BWI) 
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TRAVEL TIP 

Cabo’s Pacific waters have strong riptides; stick to the pool. 

SAY OUR EDITORS 


include a branch of the Beverly Hills 
salon OBO, and a huzzy Jean- Georges 
Vongerichten steakhouse, SEARED, 
which focuses on wagyu and Kobe beef 
and is decorated in the clean, spare lines 
of Scandinavia. 

Nearby, the 83-room, all-white, 
Mexican adobe-style Las Ventanas (from 
$585, rosewoodhotels.com/lasventanas) 
had just completed construction of 12 
deluxe villas at a cost of $55 million when 
the storm hit. And though the property 
didn’t sustain significant structural dam- 
age — mostly a lot of upturned palm trees 
— it was still closed for nine months. 
“Las Ventanas is all about detail, and any 
disruption is significant,” says general 
manager Frederic Vidal. Details like the 
landscaping: cholla, agave and cactuses 
surrounded by sand, which is meticu- 
lously raked several times a day. 

During the closure, staff training 
became the resort’s focus. “We used the 
time to develop benefits for our clientele,” 
says Vidal, including a broader focus on 
tequila and a souped-up private concierge 
program for villa guests. 

At The Restaurant, the resort turned 
down the formality and international cast 
of its dining experience in favor of more 
local culinary traditions. There are now 
two tortillerias, where women craft hand- 
made tortillas in the dining room. Sign 
up for a private barbacoa dinner, a tradi- 
tional Mexican way to prepare meat, which 
spends some eight hours underground 
wrapped in maguey (agave) leaves. Chefs 
pull fragrant lamb out of what looks like a 
deep well, unwrap it — a definite Instagram 
moment — and serve it with all manner of 
fixings. The lamb is impossibly tender, 
with a rich taste, perfectly paired with a 
syrah from the Baja winery El Sombrero. 

A toast: Here’s to Cabo’s return. 


Ted Loos writes for Travel + Leisure, The 
New York Times and Vanity Fair. 




NEW KIDS 
IN TOWN 

Cabo is growing fast, 
adding some 4,000 
new rooms overthe 
next few years. The 
latest is The Cape, 
a Thompson Hotel 
(thompsonhotels 
.com), which 
launched this sum- 
mer with 161 rooms. 
Its sleek, midcentu- 
ry-modern design 
and black facade 
stand out from the 
traditional adobe 


and red -roof resorts 
of the region. The 
restaurant. Manta, 
from acclaimed 
chef Enrique Olvera 
(of NYC’s Cosme), 
brings some serious 
culinary cache to 
Cabo. A 300-room 
JW Marriott is set 
to open this fall, and 
2016 will see a Ritz- 
Carlton Reserve and 
a Park Hyatt, as well 
as The Westin Resort 
& Spa, repaired and 
newly renovated. 
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SAIL ASIA 

Explore the waterways 
of Thailand, China, 
Vietnam and beyond 

BY BROOKE MORTON 

1. THAILAND ISLANDS 

Star Clipper 

Star Clipper is returning to 
the Far East in December 
2016. Not since 2010 has the 
170-passenger sailing ship 
made Phuket, Thailand, its 
winter base. Two routes will be 
offered. The northbound itin- 
erary visits Ko Surin National 
Park; the granite boulders and 
white beaches of Similan Is- 
lands National Park; the sleepy 
island of Ko Kradan; and the 
coves of Phang Nga Bay. Like 
the northern itinerary, the 
southern journey also stops at 
the Similan Islands and Phang 
Nga Bay, with the addition of 
Ko Butang and Ko Adang — 
both known for vibrant coral 
reefs. Seven-nigh t sailings from 
$8,260 per person; starclippers 
.com 


24-passenger boat delivers the 
most extensive spa- themed 
experience along the Mekong 
River in Southeast Asia. All 
guests receive one com- 
plimentary spa treatment, 
plus daily yoga, tai chi and 
meditation classes, while the 
spa menu incorporates locally 
grown products for its South- 
east Asian-meets-Western 
cuisine. As for destinations, 
the four-night Vietnam, three- 
night Cambodia itinerary 
includes visits to the candy- 


2. MEKONG RIVER 

Mekong Princess 
Haimark’s recently launched 


making families and Khmer 
monks of Ben Tre; a crocodile 
farm and Cao Dai temple 
in LongXuyen; the floating 
village of Kampong Chhnang; 
and the Killing Fields of 
Phnom Penh. Seven-night sail- 
ings from $3,499 per person; 
haimarktravel com 

3. ALL AROUND ASIA 

Norwegian Star 
The newly remodeled ship 
returns to Asia for the first 
time since 2002, adding ports 
in India and the Gulf. The 
2,348-passenger ship departs 
Istanbul on Oct. 31, 2016, 
going through the Suez Canal 
to Egypt, Oman, Dubai and 
beyond. Beginning Nov. 20, 
2016, the ship will continue 
to Singapore, which, along 
with Hong Kong, will serve as 
its departure port for II- and 
14-day sailings in December 
and January. Stops include 
Bangkok, Thailand, and Ho 
Chi Minh City and Nha Trang, 
Vietnam. Przces vary, nclcom 


4. VIETNAM HIGHLANDS 

Angkor Pandaw 
As of this June, Pandaw 
River Expeditions is the first 
company to carry guests 
along the Honghe, aka Red 
River, which forms part of 
the border between China 
and Vietnam. Trips depart 
Halong Bay just outside 
Hanoi for Vietnam’s remote 
interior highlands where, due 
to lack of roads, local tribes 
aren’t accustomed to meeting 
travelers. The 32-passenger 
vessel replicates the look and 
feel of a colonial-era steamer 
— you won’t find any pools 
or minibars. This is a new 
offering, so the itineraries 
are fluid, making this trip 
ideal for travelers seeking a 
pioneering voyage. Ten-night 
sailings from $2,860 per per- 
son; pandaw.com 




TRAVEL TIP 

Women should pack a scarf to cover their shoulders when visiting temples and religious sites. 

SAY OUR EDITORS 
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2016 
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FOR ONLY 
$14.97 

Save $2 on each 
additional calendar! 


Order online today at islands.com/cal 
or call 888-224-0137 in the U.S. (Canada and inti: 515-237-3697). 
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How to Become an Expert 

Perennial student Jad Davenport on how to get "schooled” 

IT’S PEAK 
OYSTER TIME 
IN FLORIDA 




iESSIBiSa 




Sea Kayak Adventures com- 
bines on-the-go training with 
travel. During the weeklong 
Blackfish Waters Orca Kayak 
tour ($1,545) in British Colum- 
bia, guides offer onshore and 
in-water lessons that showyou 
howto perfect your paddling 
skills. You’ll even practice 
self-rescue in orca territory. 
seakayakadven tures. com 


Never scuba dived before? The 
family-run PADI dive shop 
at Small Hope Bay on Andros 
Island fronts the world’s third- 
longest barrier reef and offers 
free Discover Scuba courses 
with all gear provided. Kids 
as young as 8 can take their 
free PADI SASY scuba lesson 
and explore the reef with an 
instructor, smallhope.com 


Plenty of chefs offer courses 
in Sicilian cooking, but Blue 
Parallel sends you to exclu- 
sive classes with revered chef 
Fabrizia Lanza at her country 
estate outside Palermo. In her 
cucina, converted from the 
villa’s horse stable, Lanza will 
teach you how to create tradi- 
tional recipes, like sardines in 
pasta. blueparaUel.com 


CHEAT 


SHEET 

How To 



Longing for the romantic 
days of yore, when you 
could hop aboard a tramp 
steamer and make your way 
through remote Polynesian 
islands? In Tahiti, those 
days never ended. 

Every month for the past 37 years, the 
passenger freighter Arum/z — the name 
means “Great Highway” in Maori — has 
been making its 15-day, 1,700-mile round- 
trip run from Tahiti’s capital, Papeete, up 
through the Tuamotus atolls and around 
Paul Gauguin’s Marquesas Islands. 

Beginning this December, the latest 
nautical incarnation, Arcznzzz 5, will set out 
on its maiden voyage. Like its forerunners, 
the ship has a split personality. The bow 
half is all freighter — shipping containers 
and tattooed sailors — while the stern 
half is a custom-designed cruise ship with 
103 cabins, an outdoor pool and four bars. 

The ship makes more than a dozen 
ports of call depending on its freight and 
the weather. While sailors offload supplies 


like Hinano beer and 
iPhones, and bring noni oil 
and copra (dried coconut 
meat) on board, passengers 
disembark. Some stops are 
just a few hours; others last 
for days. 

Why a freighter over a cruise ship? 

First, the cost. An interior cabin with meals 
included on the \0-^2iy Pacific Princess 
cruise through the Marquesas starts at 
$3,300 (wine and excursions are extra), 
while Arcznzzz’s 14-day voyage starts at $2,862 
per person (with wine and excursions) for a 
dormitory bunk, and tops out at $6,874 for a 
suite with a balcony. 

But the best reason? You’ll get to see the 
real Tahiti. Where cruise ships usually make 
only one quick stop at the main island of 
Nuku Hiva, Arcznzzz calls on all the archi- 
pelago’s six inhabited islands. The parties 
thrown with dancing girls and leis tossed 
over your heads weren’t a show for tourists: 
This is heartfelt joy that sailors and supplies 
have returned to the Marquesas Islands. 


HOWTO 
CATCH A 
FREIGHTER 
AROUND 
TAHITI 

BY JAD DAVENPORT 


GOOD TO KNOW: MANY OF THE PASSENGERS ON BOARD THE FREIGHTER ARE 
LOCALS; IT’S THE ONLY WAY THEY CAN TRAVEL BETWEEN THEIR ISLANDS. 





DO: Book passage 
in the first four 
months of 2016, 
when the company 
offers a 10 percent 
discount while the 
kinks get worked 
out on the new ship. 

DON’T: Think 
you have to do 
the full 14 days; the 
company offers 
shorter, one-way 
journeys where 
you’ll still see all the 
islands but fly back 
to Papeete. 

DO: Bring insect 
repellent for the 
voracious sand 
flies that are 
hungriest during 
the wet season, 
from November to 
March. Avon’s Skin 
So Soft body lotion 
is a popular yachtie 
hack; it costs half 
what a name-brand 
DEET repellent will 
run you. 

DO: Shop. This is 
the place to get 
that tattoo you’ve 
longed for (ask for 
Akitini on Nuka 
Hiva) or buy a 
genuine Tiki from a 
local carver (prices 
are often half of 
what you’d pay in 
Papeete, and the 
craftsmanship is 
twice as good). 

DON’T: Expect 
to have dry feet 
(bring reef shoes). 
Except for a few 
ports where Aranui 
can actually dock at 
a pier, everything 
(that includes you) 
is shuttled ashore 
on whale boats. 
Sometimes you’ll 
be climbing in and 
out of the boats 
from a wave- 
sloshed beach. 
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FREE TRAVEL INFORMATION! 


CARIBBEAN & BAHAMAS 

1. Blue Residences - 

Spectacular ocean views, 
featuring fully equipped 
apartment suites and a great 
variety of resort amenities 
and services, page io 


2. British Virgin Islands - 

Nature’s Little Secrets. 

Over 60 pristine, beautiful 
islands. A Mecca for waters- 
ports, world class resorts and 
intimate hideaways, page 9 


3. Cayman Islands Department 
of Tourism - Experience 
Caymankind, everything 
and everyone that makes 
a Cayman Islands vacation 
so unique, page 4-5 


4. Elite Island Resorts - 

St. Jame’s Club Resort & 
Villas and The Verandah 
Resort & Spa - Two stunning 
all - inclusive beachfront 
resorts in Antigua, perfect 
for destination weddings 
and honeymoons, family 
vacations, or spa getaways, 

PAGE 6-7 


5. Jewel Resorts/ Hilton Rose 
Hall Resort & Spa - Jamaica’s 
premium all-inclusive adults- 
only and family-friendly 
oceanfront resorts deliver 
luxury vacations unlike any 
other. PAGE 55 


6. Ocean Club Resorts - Our 

guests say of all the things 
to do here - tennis, water 
sports and nearby golf - their 
favorite is doing nothing at 
all. PAGE 77 


7. Ocean Hotels - Welcome 
to a world of alluring 
experiences, relaxation, 
and transformation, page 59 


8. Ports of Call - Turks & 

Caicos - Exciting, modern, 
and affordable; the perfect 
combination for a Caribbean 
vacation, page 27 


9. Royal West Indies - Turks & 
Caicos - A luxurious beach- 
front hotel resort nestled on 
the shores of world famous 
Grace Bay Beach in the Turks 
and Caicos Islands, page 27 


10. St. Barts Blue - The premier 
villa specialist for St, Barts, 
features over 300 elite villas. 
page 84 


11. The Body Holiday - St, Lucia 
- Experience a combination 
of the most relaxing beach 
vacation and the very best 
vacation of well being, 

PAGE 23 


12. The Sands at Grace Bay - 

Turks & Caicos - Spacious, 
beautifully appointed suites, 
real vacation living on 
Grace Bay Beach, page 25 

13. The Tuscany on Grace Bay 

- Our passion is helping to 
create the vacation of a 
lifetime! page 7i 

14. The Venetian on Grace Bay 

- Elegant and sophisticated, 
the Venetian Resorts offers 
luxury, top-notch service, 
and. ..most importantly 
privacy, serenity and a 
peaceful stay, page 7i 


FLORIDA 

15. Little Palm Island Resort 

8t Spa - Exclusive Private 
Island resort. The Florida 
Keys’ most romantic 
weddings and honeymoon 
destination, page 13 


HAWAII 

16. Aston Hotels & Resorts - 

26 hotels and resorts on 4 
Hawaiian Islands to fit any 
lifestyle, taste or budget. 
PAGE 19 


17. Sheraton Maui Resort & 

Spa and Sheraton Princess 
Kaiulani - Visit Sheraton 
Maui Resort & Spa or 
Sheraton Princess Kaiulani 
and save up to 30 % on 
Ocean View Rooms, page 17 


MEXICO 

18. Palladium Hotels & Resorts - 

Five-Star all-inclusive 
accommodations on some 
of the world’s finest beach- 
es, Perfect for a honeymoon 
or family vacation, page 53 


MISCELLANEOUS 

19. Caravan Tours -These qual- 
ity tours feature complete 
sightseeing, professional 
Tour Directors and great 
itineraries, operated by one 
of the country’s oldest and 
most respected guided tour 
companies, page 8i 

20. PADI - Vacations end, 

but diving is forever, page 83 


21. Swarovski Optik - Always 
at your finger tips, page 4i 

22. Thrifty Car Rental - Get out 

and have some fun! page 37 


MULTIPLE ISLANDS 

23. Dreams Resorts & Spa - 

Offers couples and couples 
with children Unlimited- 
Luxury, Cancun, Tulum, Los 
Gabos, Puerto Vallarta and 
Punta Cana, page ii 


24. Sandals Resorts - Jamaica, 
Antigua, St, Lucia & the 
Bahamas - Voted the world’s 
best all-inclusive resorts for 
over a decade, page 2-3 


VACATION RENTALS 

25. Antigua Village Beach Resort 

- Antigua - page 78 

26. Casa Angular - Vieques 
Island- PAGE 78 


27. Catered to...Vacation Homes 

- St. John, USVI - PAGE 79 


28. Cayo Espanto - Belize - 
PAGE 79 


Free brochures, catalogs and other advertiser information. Simply mail the attached Reader Response Card, FAX toll- 
free to 888.847.6035, or visit islands.com/freeinfo for direct access to each Advertiser’s website and free information. 
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CHEAT 


SHEET 

Photo Tips 


TOOLS OF THE TRADE 

REALLY RIGHT STUFF 
TRIPOD HEAD: 

Really Right Stuff makes 
some of the finest gear. 
It’s not cheap, but 
I promise it will be the 
last tripod head you’ll 
ever buy — unless, like 
me, you wind up buying 
two. You’ll also need to 
purchase a plate for your 
camera, which allows you 
to clip your camera to 
the head vertically. $455 



B&W 10-STOP FILTER: 

This is the big gun, al- 
lowing for the longest of 
exposures in the bright- 
est of light. I recommend 
starting with a 3-stop ND 
for general uses, but if 
you get hooked on long- 
exposure photography, 
you’ll want to add this 
beast to your bag. $147 

CANON TC-80N3 
CABLE RELEASE 

Although there are 
cheaperthird-party 
options available. 

I’ve always found the 
Canon and Nikon 
cable releases to hold up 
better long term. $129 



GET BACK TO THE LAND(SCAPE) 

BY JON WHITTLE 


Landscape photography offers an opportunity to 
show what changes in a scene when we allow the 
camera to record the natural motion of the world 
— opening up all sorts of creative opportunities 
for those with a tripod and a little patience. To 
accomplish this sort of shot, we look to the long 
exposure and the camera’s bulb setting. 

Consider the Exposure. Motion in pho- 
tography is controlled by the shutter speed. 
Photograph a waterfall at l/8000th of a second 
and you’ll see every water drop perfectly. Turn 
that exposure on its head and shoot the same 
waterfall with a 30-second exposure and it 
becomes a white ghost. Why? As the shutter re- 
mains open, the camera is recording each drop of 
water over time, and the amalgam of all of those 
moments suddenly becomes an artistic shape. 
But what if we move beyond the 30-second range 
and try shooting at one minute, four minutes 
... even an hour? Experimenting with exposure 
times can result in interesting effects. 

Evaluate the Scene. Picture yourself on a 
beach on a partly cloudy day. If you were to 
capture this scene with a one-minute exposure, 
what will change over time? Obviously the waves 
are going to come and go; the clouds are going to 
move. If it’s windy, beach grass will sway; if peo- 
ple are walking on the shoreline, they’ll register 


as blurry shapes or trails. Here’s where it’s up 
to you to make some creative decisions. How 
much motion do you want to show? If the clouds 
are movingvery quickly, a 30-second exposure 
might be enough, but if they’re barely moving, 
you might want to bump up to two or even four 
minutes. Remember that taking advantage of 
which direction objects are moving can also be 
a great compositional tool to fill negative space 
(think clouds flitting across the sky). 

Get the Right Gear. First, buy a good, sturdy 
tripod — essential ifyou want to cross the 
30-second threshold. In addition, you’ll want 
a solid tripod head that will hold up to wind or 
vibrations over the duration of along exposure. 
Next, you’ll want a cable release. Although you 
could just hold down the shutter-release button, 
you’ll be introducing vibration to the camera, 
which is guaranteed to ruin your shot. Instead, 
the cable release gives you a minimum of 
3 feet between you and the camera, minimizing 
vibration. Digital cable releases even allow you 
to program a longer exposure time. 

Finally, you’ll need a neutral density filter, 
which introduces density and reduces the 
amount of light allowed through a lens. They 
come in stop ratings of I to 10 stops, and with 
a lO-stop ND filter, you can actually capture a 
four-minute exposure in the middle of the day. 


PRO TIP: ADD A PIECE OF INDUSTRIAL VELCRO TO YOUR TRIPOD LEG AND YOUR CABLE RELEASE. IF YOU LET THE 
CABLE DANGLE BETWEEN SHOTS, YOU INCREASE THE CHANCE OF THE INNER WIRES FRAYING. 
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JON WHITTLE; OPPOSITE: COURTESY BOSS OYSTER 


In Season 


BEST-SHELLER 

In Florida's Panhandle, it's prime 
time to slurp down winter-crop 
oysters at their juicy briny best. 

BY HOLLY V. KAPHERR 

Just about everywhere in North America 
where oysters are in season (Canada’s 
coasts, Puget Sound), it’s chilly. But in 
Apalachicola, Florida, in the Panhandle, 
afternoon temps hover at a comfy 
72 degrees. Restaurants and raw bars 
up and down the shore serve icy platters 
of fat, palm-size oysters, individually 
gleaned, not dredged, from the bay floor. 

For 23 years, Larry and Caroline 
Maddren have owned and operated Boss 
Oyster, a restaurant and retail seafood op- 
eration specializing in the meaty bivalves. 
Their own boats harvest daily, helmed by 
full-time third- and fourth-generation 
oystermen using 15-foot “tongs” to pluck 
the shelled creatures from the bottom 
of the protected Apalachicola River. 



Once the oysters hit the deck, they’re 
chilled within the hour. Order them grill- 
fired and bubbling with cheese on tabletop 
pizza ovens, or in the most popular version, 
on the half-shell flanked by lemons and 
Crystal Hot Sauce. Before you go, submit 
your toppings request through the Boss 
Oyster website, and you might see your 
combo on the menu next time you drop in. 


MAKE THESE BOSS OYSTER 
FAVORITES AT HOME 

KEY WEST-STYLE Top each freshly 
shucked oyster with 72 teaspoon 
garlic butter, 1 teaspoon Parmesan 
cheese and a dash of lime juice. 

Broil until the cheese is golden 
brown, about three to four minutes. 

BOSS GOODA-GOODATop 

each freshly shucked oyster 
with 1 tablespoon caramelized 
onion, 1 teaspoon shredded Gouda, 
a sprinkle of Cajun seasoning and a 
dash of soy sauce. Broil three to 
four minutes. 

OYSTERS JAPANOISE Top 

each freshly shucked oyster with 
7^ teaspoon flying fish (tobiko) 
roe, 7^ teaspoon wasabi flying 
fish roe, a dash of ponzu sauce and 
a garnish of prepared wasabi. Serve 
immediately, on ice. 

GO: Boss Oyster, 125 Water St, 
Apalachicola, Fla.; bossoyster.com 



Two perfect choices on Grace Bay, 

Ocean Club on the peaceful end and Ocean Club West in the heart of it all 


OCEAN CLUB RESORTS 
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Luxury Villas 


Reasons to Book a Villa Now 


Open the door to privacy, flexibility, affordability and a whole new world of perks. 


Priva(y 

Part of the appeal of villas is what they leave out: No overhearing the 
J next-door couple through the wall. No feeling like part of a crowd. 

Many villa managers know who they are catering to, designing landscaping 
that further curtains guests from the outside world. But for those who like to 
be amid the action, there are villas there too — but even those feel private. 

Affordability 

Villas sound so posh — and they are — but that doesn’t mean they’re 
out of your price range. The sticker shock often makes travelers 
reconsider. But remember, this is the price per week, and villas can have 
anywhere from one to six or more bedrooms. In other words, unless you’re 
picking up the tab for your friends, they’re affordable — and often cheaper 
than hotels. 

Parties and celebrations 

Villa rentals are a good fit for guests celebrating life’s milestones. What the fete looks like is up to you — 
from a catered feastforlOO to a more intimate affair with family and close friends. 




Multigenerational travel 

It’s a trend in villa travel: Grandparents, parents and children stay 
under one roof because it grants both together time and time 
alone. When a generation wants a quiet, private afternoon or evening alone, 
they can seclude themselves on the patio or in the game room. Recharged, 
they can rejoin the group for a meal and a lifetime of memories. 


jn Skinny-dipping 

U The risque factor decreases a bit when it’s your own pool, but 
J L this doesn’t make it any less pleasurable to take a dip au naturel 
under the stars or during the day to avoid tan lines. In fact, the dress code 
forthe house can be whatever you like — wear your bathrobe all week or 
host your own white party. 





CASA ANGULAR VIEQUES, PUERTO RICO 

2 bdrm Modern Private Escape. Relax, Recharge, Return. Learn Why Everyone 
Does Again and Again, www.angularvieques.com • 410 790-2256 


ANTIGUA 



ANTIGUA VILLAGE Personally styled, 
luxury beachfront villas and condos set in 
lush tropical gardens on one of the most 
beautiful and famous beaches on Antigua. 

antiguavillage.net 
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Do you have the 

Islands 


App? 



With the Islands app, 
you can access 
all the latest issues 
and subscribe to Islands. 

Search 

“Islands Magazine” 
in the App Store. 


^V«kl:|.bl9 qn Ihv 

App store 



CAYO ESPANTO - A PRIVATE ISLAND 

Our five-star, world-class Belize resort is for the discriminating few who 
demand the best life has to offer. 888-666-4282 • aprivateisland.com 



CATERED TO VACATION HOMES 

Our private homes are beautifully furnished and landscaped, all with spectacular 
deck views and most with pools or spas, cateredto.com 
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\Luxury Villas 
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KOKOMO - ELEUTHERA BAHAMAS 

Sprawling 3 bdrm home on pink sand 
beach, A/C, generator, Wi-Fi, phone, TV, 
pool table, huge decks, grill, hammocks, 
kayaks, and bicycles. $1,795-$2,395/wk. 
Call (800) 454-2299 or (239) 732-5112 

kokomo1.com 



ISLAND COLLECTION FURNITURE 

Create your own private paradise. We are a 
full line of hand carved, hand finished teak 
furniture made to your specifications. Each 
piece is architecturally drawn and designed 
by owner, Phil Carpenter. (407) 230-1186 

islandcollection.com 



FIJI - SOUTH PACIFIC PARADISE 

Escape the Northern Hemisphere rat- 
race and relocate to our inexpensive, 
safe, boutique expat ocean-view/front 
villages in Fiji. Lots from US$15,000 
Two of the best islands in the world on 
which to reside! jg(SFijilslandLiving,com 

FijilslandLiving.com 
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BOARDSHORTSWORLD.COM 

The world’s largest selection of 
board shorts & board skirts. Now 
available in any length you want. 
Hand crafted in the USA, 

BoardShortsWorld.com 



Express your passion & lifestyle with 
a hand-crafted band, available in 14K 
& 18K gold and platinum. Created in 
NH using 100% recycled gold and 
platinum. Full money back guarantee, 

DavidVirtue.com 



PARADISE VILLAS, LITTLE CAYMAN 

Little Cayman’s all oceanfront resort. 
12 one bedroom villas, seaside 
dining at the Hungry Iguana, and 
world class diving at Bloody Bay, 
Email iggy(®candw,ky 

paradisevillas.com 



ECO SERENDIB VILLA AND SPA, ST.JOHN 

Do Good - Be Rewarded. Experience five-star luxury in harmony with 
nature. For a limited time, enjoy generous promotional pricing when making 
a nominal contribution to the “Preserve St, John” recycling program. Eco 
Serendib is recommended by Trove! + Leisure, Robb Report, Trove! Chorine!, 
ond USA Todoy. Indulge in an experience vs, a typical villa rental. Eight 
elegant suites, spa, epicurean theater, organic garden, and all the amenities 
expected at a luxury resort with the exclusivity of a private retreat. 

ecoserendib.com • (215) 620-8809 



ST. CROIX, SHOYS BEACH 

Lovely 3 bedroom villa with a large 
pool and deck, gorgeous views, and 
steps from swimming, snorkeling, 
and golf. From $1, 600/week, call 
(508) 785-9895. 

shoysparadisefound.com 


To participate in the 

Travel Partners section, 
contact 

Raquel Chilson 

raquel.chilson(S bon niercorp.com 

407 . 571.4662 
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MAUI BEACHFRONT CONDOMINIUM 

Watch the humpback whales from 
your private lanai, sleep to the sounds 
of the surf fifteen steps away. Come 
listen! $129 per night. (800) 742-7955 


mauikondo.com 



THE CLUB AT LITTLE CAYMAN 

The Club at Little Cayman, renowned 
for it’s carefree luxury lifestyle consists 
of eight units in either two or three 
bedroom floor plans. (800) 327-3835 


theclubatlittlecayman.com 



ENJOY PARADISE IN ST. JOHN, USVI 

FRANK BAY VILLA - H ear the waves hit the beach! No car needed! AC, 
1 bed, 1 bath European cottage with a private pool and great sunset and 
ocean views. 200 feet from the beach in Frank Bay and just a 5 minute 
walk into Cruz Bay. VRBO Listing #514903 

VILLA CASANOVA - Great for couples traveling together! Privacy and 
incredible sunset views! Private 2 story villa with a studio apartment 
which overlooks Pillsbury Sound towards St. Thomas. Outdoor gas grill, 
WiFi, flat screen tv’s with Roku. VRBO Listing #663470 

frankbaycottages.com • (919) 610-4525 


Z|Canario 


■■^■300011 

^Hotel 


ELCANARIO 

“The Place to Stay” in San Juan, PR. 
Moderately priced newly remodeled 
rooms w/ flat screen TV’s and free 
WiFi. Walk to the beach, casinos, 
and nightlife. (800) 533-2649 

canariohotels.com 



LE MERIDIEN BORA BORA 

Elegant, luxurious and perfectly 
situated with the best view of Mount 
Otemanu. Extraordinary Vacations. 
Extraordinary Value. Mention this ad to 
receive a $250 credit (866)-584-2336 
Tahiti.com 


SAVE 

TIME 

24/7 

CUSTOMER SERVICE 

is only a click away! 

■ Change Your Address 

■ Check Your Account Status 

■ Renew, Give a Gift or 
Pay a Bill 

■ Replace Missing Issues 

Just log on to: 

www.islands.com/cs 








1 
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Costa Rba 

9-Day Tour $1095 
All Meals Included 


Rainforest Hike 


Volcanoes, Rainforests 
and Beaches. 

Join the smart shoppers 
and experienced travelers 
who rely on Caravan for 
a wonderful vacation. 

Call now for choice dates. 


#1 In Value-Guided Vacations + tax, fees 


Guatemala & Tikal 
Costa Rica 


10 days $1295 


Panama with Canal 8 days 

Nova Scotia & RE. 1 . 10 days 

Canadian Rockies 9 days 

Grand Canyon 8 days 

California Coast 8 days 

Mount Rushmore 8 days 

New England 8 days 


11095 

$1195 

$1395 

$1595 

$1395 

$1295 

$1295 

$1295 


^^Brillianf Affordable Pricing” 

—Arthur Frommer, Travel Editor 


Free 28-pg Brochure 

caravan.com i-eoo~caravan 



caravan 

Guided Vacations Since 1952 
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To-Do List 




Buy a cafecito and A Farewell To Arms 
at Cuba's first English-language book- 
store cafe. p. 55 Snack on curried bat wings in the 
Seychelles, p. 54 Move to a villa where Daniel 
Craig's Casino Roy ale was filmed, p. 56 Slurp 
down Florida's (other) delicious winter crop, p.77 
Stay at an all-inclusive in Mozambique, p 62 
Don' t forget to sayfaUmolemole and faUfetai 
in American Samoa, p. 24 Sample one (or nine) of 
the 150 tequilas at Las Ventanas al Paraiso 
in Los Cabos. p.67 See Tahiti by freighter. p.74Eat 
\A lobster and conch where Christopher 
Columbus landed. p.52Hold your nose as 
you nosh on Taiwanese tofu. p.4oEarn your 
paddle-board Ph.D. in Aruba, p se 




ISLANDS, VOL. 35, NO. 7, NOVEMBER 2015 (ISSN 0745-7847), Is published 8 times a year CJan./Feb., March, April/May, June, July/Aug., Sept./Oct., Nov., Dec.) by Bonnier Corporation, P.O. Box 8500, Winter Park, EL 32790; 407-628-4802. One year (8 issues) $24 in the 
U.S. For Canada, add $9 for postage per year. All other countries add $18. Copyright © 2015 by Bonnier Corporation. All rights reserved. No part of this periodical may be reproduced without the written consent of Bonnier Corporation. Periodicals postage paid at 
Winter Park, EL, and at additional offices. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to ISLANDS, PO. Box 6364, Harlan, lA 51593. Printed in USA. PUBLICATION MAIL AGREEMENT NUMBER 40612608 CANADA RETURN MAIL: IMEX, P.O. Box 25542, London, Ontario N6C 6B2 


82 ISLANDS NOVEMBER 












THE VILLAS YOU DESIRE. 

THE SERVICE YOU DESERVE. 

ST BARTS BLUE is the premier villa specialist for St Barts with a collection of over 300 elite villas. Well known for our 
exceptional and highly personalized service, our villa specialists will help you hand pick your perfect luxury home away 
from home. While your personal concierge will ensure that your grand vacation dreams become a lavish reality. The 
villa experience has never been so easy, so enjoyable and yet so refined. 


ST BARTS 

BLUE 

LUXURY VILLA COLLECTION 

Toll Free: 1.877.323.5719 • International: 1.704.499.6367 (USA) 
Villa and Reservation Inquiries: reservations@stbartsblue.com 


WVVW.STBARTSBLUE.COM 


